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MADISON COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

PO BOX 26 

WINTERSET IA 50273-0026 

Third Quarter Newsletter 2021 

 

MEETING: Our meetings are held the first Tuesday of each 

month in the Winterset Public Library meeting room.  

We meet at 6:30 pm year round.  NOTE NEW TIME. 

DUES: Payable January 1 of each year.  $10 per person or 

$15 per family.  Life membership is $115. 

RESEARCH: $10 per hour plus cost of copies and postage.  

Send inquires to the above address or to our email 

address. 

 

OFFICERS FOR 2021 

PRESIDENT Ken Callison 

VICE PRESIDENT Skip Greenwood 

SECRETARY: Linda Smith 

TREASURER: Pat Hochstetler 

CORRESPONDING 

  SECRETARY: 

JoAnne Walker 

Linda Smith 

LIBRARY OBITS: Shirley Keating 

Pat Hochstetler 

DIRECTORS:  2022 Open 

2023 Open 

2024 Open 

MADISON COUNTY 

IAGenWeb COORDS: 

Kent Transier 

Linda Smith 

NEWSLETTER: JoAnne Walker 

Linda Smith 

EMAIL: madisoncountyiagenealogy@gmail.com 

WEBSITE: madisoncountyiagenealogy.com 

MADISON COUNTY GENEALOGY INFO:    

www.iagenweb.org/madison 

 

Message from Our President 

Greetings Fellow Members, 

I am thrilled that the Madison County 

Genealogical Society resumed meeting in June 

after 15 months with little contact. In our meeting, 

we got reacquainted and shared our genealogy 

finds and flounders while the group was on hiatus. 

We also decided to change our meeting time to 

6:30 pm from 7:00, for convenience, and to have 

occasional programs as we become aware of 

topics of interest. 

One activity has already been undertaken. 

Five members met in the mist on Saturday, May 

22, and “walked” McGinnis Cemetery in 

Crawford Township, Section 30.   In mid-June, 

another group of five met at the Peru Cemetery to 

do the same.  Peru is a large cemetery so we only 

got a start, but by the time of this newsletter, all 

1600 graves will be checked.  

I want to give a big THANK YOU to Pat 

Hochstetler who is leading this work and training 

the rest of us to assist.  She is also updating the 

associated documentation for each cemetery and 

helping others learn to upload photos to 

iowagravestones.org. 

Until later, 

Ken Callison 

MCGS President 
 

 

 
 

This Issue 

Cemetery Walks of all Kinds 

http://www.iagenweb.org/madison
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What’s It All About, Genie? 
Hopefully, some of you recognize this nod to the movie title “What’s it All About, Alfie?”  Perhaps 

you were wondering what the Madison County Genealogical Society is all about.  Our bylaws, written in 

1978 defines our membership as those: 

... interested in genealogical, biographical and historical research. 

1. To create and foster an interest in genealogy. 

2. To gather and preserve genealogical and historical data particularly with respect to ancestors 

and early settlers of our county. 

3. To aid individuals in their genealogical research and in compiling their family histories. 

4. To establish and maintain a genealogical library through contributions, donations and exchange. 

 

All four of these interests are represented in this newsletter, which concentrates on Madison County 

cemeteries , from walking them to gather information to accessing the online records created from those 

walks..  MCGS has been fortunate to engage new volunteers for our walks, which have a goal of gathering 

and preserving the genealogical and historical data on our gravestones.  The work accomplished will certainly 

aid individuals with their own research and compiling of their family’s history.  The Winterset Public Library 

holds information on each cemetery with constantly maintained documents of an alphabetical listing of 

gravestones and burials.  In addition, there is a printed row-by-row list of gravestones for most cemeteries, 

which can be very handy to consult before heading out to any cemetery.  MCGS also maintains complete 

online lists of burials at IAGenWeb.org/madison/ (See CEMETERIES in the menu to the left  and gravestone 

photos and transcriptions at iowagravestones.org.   

The Madison County Genealogical Society membership is  certainly living up to its stated interests. 

 
 

Headed to the Cemetery?  Pack your bag 
This handy list was provided by MCGS member and long-time-cemetery-walker, Ida Morse.  We can 

all benefit from her vast experience.  First rule: DON’T GO ALONE and carry your cell 

phone. 

Take the following items when walking and reading gravestones. 

• Sun protection – hat and sunscreen, maybe even an umbrella 

• Gloves - cloth or rubber kitchen gloves 

• Bug spray 

• Drinking water 

• clipboard and paper, or a notebook, and pencils or pen.  You may want 

to use a string to tie them together.  

• Knee pad to kneel on for a better view the gravestone engraving 

• Waterproof shoes for wet ground due to rain or morning dew 

• A digital camera for photos 

• A hand whisk to brush away grass clippings 

• Loping /pruning shears or hand snips to remove unwanted plant growth. 

 

Also, if you want the best photos, timing is important.  Cemetery gravestones usually have the 

engraving on the west side of the stone (the bodies generally lie to the east).  So photos of the stones are often 

best when taken in the afternoon with the sun at your back. Although, you have to watch for that your shadow 

doesn’t cover the stone.   If you go early, you will be facing the sun.  Cloudy day are ideal.   
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A Summer of Cemetery Walks – Feet on the Ground 
If you would like to know when the MCGS is walking their next cemetery visit our website or 

Facebook group MADISON COUNTY IA FAMILY HISTORY.  If the day comes and you are not sure if the 

weather will permit a walk, email the MCGS at madisoncountyiagenealogy@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

 

  

 
We were pleased to see that the chemical known as D2 worked as 

well on gravestones as we had heard.  This one changed from grimy 
to glistening in under one week and with very little effort. 

  

 
Jared McDonald, Director of the Madison 

County Historical Complex assisting a family 

member with a gravestone rubbing. 

 
Peru Crew: Sherry Miner, Darlene Miller, 

Linda Smith, and Pat Hochstetler 

 
Skip Greenwood and 

Helen Sellers were in 

the crew at McGinnis 
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Using Iowagravestones.org – Let Your Fingers Do the Walking 
In keeping with our theme of Cemetery Walks, you might want to let your fingers “do the walking” to 

find your own ancestors in Madison County at iowagravestones.org.  This site is updated with information 

from local volunteers who have contributed 30,000 Madison County photos, gathered over many years .  The 

IAGenWeb Coordinators review each new entry for consistent data and add a link to the person’s obituary, I 

available, for even more helpful information. 

So, you can search and visit your Madison County ancestors’ gravesites from your desk or armchair 

with your computer or smart phone.  If you are visiting a cemetery on foot, having a photo of what you are 

looking for can be very helpful.  For example, when staring at a cemetery full of gravestones, it’s nice to 

know that what you are looking for is large and made of red granite. ,Newer entries have GPS coordinates 

attached so your smart phone can lead you to nearly the exact spot.  Here’s how to use iowagravestones.org. 

 

 

Search: 

• In the Find records within field, click the dropdown arrow and select Madison County. 

• For the two fields to the right, you can choose one or both to search a surname, given name, or a cemetery 

name. 

• You only need to enter the first portion of a name in these field, such as johns for Johnson and Johnston or 

stins for Stinson. 

 

 
 

Select:  All names that match your search field will appear alphabetically by first name.  There can be multiple 

pages.  Find yours and click on the name field to see the gravestone photo and transcription. 

 
 

Results: The gravestone photo and a transcription of the gravestone and a photo will appear.  There may also be a 

link to their obituary, which is a project in progress. 

• To print: Click Printer Friendly View (below photo) if you would like to print just the gravestone photo 

and information, without all the iowagravestones.org background. 

• To locate the gravestone using GPS: Click on the red pinpoint.  Google Maps will appear and show you a 

nearly exact location.  Note, only new photos have this feature.  Of our 30,000 online gravestones, 99.5 

percent were gathered before this GPS capability was added.  Updating all of them will be a multi-year 

(multi-decade?) project. 

• If you see errors, click the Add a Post-em Note tab and enter your explanation.  An IAGenWeb 

coordinator will follow-up with you. 
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An Iowagravestones.org Bonus – WPA Cemetery Records 
In 194x, President Franklin D. Roosevelt created the Works Progress Administration (WPA) in place 

to employ Americans with all types of skill , but no jobs.  One of their projects in Madison County was to 

walk each cemetery and create an inventory of each burial.  This resource may be helpful in the cases when a 

gravestone may have existed when our cemeteries were inventoried by the WPA, but then disintegrated prior 

to the MCGS walking and recording information for each cemetery after 1978. 

It is also accessed from the iowagravestones.org front page or directly at iowawpagraves.org.  The 

search fields work similarly as described above. Click the Submit button and a list of information will appear.  

 

 

 
Clicking the name provides a printable page.  Read the note about WPA (in)Accuracy, too.    
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Madison County Ghost Cemeteries  
Keeping up with our existing cemeteries is vital, but it is also important to note where our “lost” 

cemeteries are located.  MCGS member JoAnne Walker supplied this  by Lewis Morris for a 2014 newsletter 

and we are reprinting it here so that the information isn’t “lost” as well.   
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More Information on both existing and non-existing Madison County cemeteries can be found at  

IAGenWeb.org/madison/.  Click CEMETERIES in the menu on the left. 
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Bits and Pieces 

See You in 2021 

The next MCGS meeting will be the day 

after Labor Day, Tuesday, September 7, in 

the Winterset Library, at 6:30 pm, our 

starting at our new time.  We will assess our 

progress this summer and plan for meetings 

and programs for the fall and winter months.  

Please come and give your input on what 

would be valuable to Madison County 

family researchers. 

 

Free Ancestry.com Available at Home 

If you have a Winterset Public Library card, 

you may access the Library Edition of 

Ancestry.com from your home computer.  

Prior to the Covid pandemic, this resource 

could only be accessed on the Library’s 

computer.  But ancestry.com has extended the 

service at home to those with library cards 

through December 31, 2021.  

You can use your computer from home or 

smart phone from anywhere to access millions 

of records.  The Library Edition does have 

some limitations such as access to family trees 

and contacting other members. 

If you live outside Madison County, any 

public library that offered Ancestry.com 

Library Edition from their library computers 

previously should be able to provide you with 

this same access. 

 

No County Fair Genealogy Exhibit 

It was a hard decision to make, but MCGS 

decided not to host the Genealogy Exhibit at 

the 2021 Madison County Fair.  The 5 days 

of set-up and tear-down,  taking and 

displaying entries, judging and awarding 

prizes, plus scheduling volunteers to be at the 

display was just too much. We sincerely 

thank all those who have contributed entries, 

supervised the room, or enjoyed the display 

in the past. 

 

From the Iowa Genealogical Society 

The IGS Fall Conference will be held virtually on 

Friday, October 8 and Saturday October 9, 2021 

with two widely known experts: 

Diahan Southard has been working in the 

genetic genealogy industry since its infancy. 

Cyndi Engle is the founder and webmaster of 

Cyndi’s List of Genealogy Sites on the 

Internet, a categorized index to more than 

337, 000 on-line resources. 

Check their website as the date approach: 

iowagenealogy.org.  

 

Keep in Touch 

To stay “in the know” with MCGS activities: 

Check our website: 

    www.MadisonCountyIAGenealogy.com 

Email us: 

    madisoncountyiagenealogy@fmail.com 

Follow on Facebook: 

    Madison County IA Family History 

 

Need Help Researching Your Roots? 

If you would like assistance with researching 

your Madison County family history, you can 

either: 

• Mail your requests to the  

  Madison County Genealogical Society 

  PO Box 26, Winterset Iowa 50273-0026. 

• Email your request to our new email address: 

  madisoncountyiagenealogy@gmail.com 

Our fee is $10 per hour plus copying/postage costs. 

 

 

http://www.madisoncountyiagenealogy.com/
mailto:madisoncountyiagenealogy@fmail.com

