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MADISON COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

PO BOX 26 

WINTERSET IA 50273-0026 

Fourth Quarter Newsletter 2020 

 

MEETING: After Covid-19 settles, our meetings will be held 

the first Tuesday of each month in the Winterset Public 

Library meeting room.  We meet at 7:00 pm year-round. 

DUES: Payable January 1 of each year.  $10 per person or $15 

per family.  Life membership is $115. 

RESEARCH: $10 per hour plus cost of copies and postage.  

Send inquires to the above address or to our email address. 

 

OFFICERS FOR 2019 

PRESIDENT Ken Callison 

VICE PRESIDENT Skip Greenwood 

SECRETARY: Linda Smith 

TREASURER: Pat Hochstetler 

CORRESPONDING 

  SECRETARY: 

JoAnne Walker 

Linda Smith 

LIBRARY and 

ONLINE OBITS: 

Shirley Keating 

Pat Hochstetler 

DIRECTORS:  2020 Pat Hochstetler 

2021 Ida Morse 

2022 Open 

MADISON COUNTY 

IAGenWeb COORDS: 

Kent Transier 

Linda Smith 

NEWSLETTER: JoAnne Walker 

Linda Smith 

EMAIL: madisoncountyiagenealogy@gmail.com 

WEBSITE: madisoncountyiagenealogy.com 

MADISON COUNTY GENEALOGY INFO: 

www.iagenweb.org/madison  

Message from Our President 
It is good to be able to speak to you, our faithful 

members, with this writing, but the bad thing is that you 

can’t speak back.  Or maybe that is a good thing, 

depending on your evaluation of my writing skills! 

Our lives and therefore our regular meetings have 

been altered, hopefully temporarily, by this Covid-19 

mess, but we are hoping and praying that it is nearing an 

end, and maybe next year can be somewhat normal.  I can 

just imagine how our grandchildren will be telling stories 

of the great pandemic of 2020, like we heard of events 

from our parents and grandparents. 

Where was your family 400 years ago? 

On a lighter note, I am going to stray somewhat 

from my normal President’s message to an event that began 

in the late 1500’s.   There was a group of Separatists in 

England who, to avoid persecution, emigrated to the 

Netherlands because of the freedom of religion there.  But 

after several years there they realized that they were starting 

to lose their identity in Holland.  Their children were 

starting to intermarry with the native Dutch, and their 

culture was changing because of the Dutch society.   

By communicating with other Separatists in 

England they were able to obtain a patent on land in the 

New World from King James of the British Empire.   They 

were able to obtain some financial backing from British 

investors and purchased a ship called the Speedwell to make 

the journey.   They left the Netherlands and headed to 

England where they met other members of their group, plus 

some individuals who joined them in the prospect for 

adventure and possible financial gain. There they had hired 

an additional ship named the Mayflower.  (Cont. on page 2.) 

Have a Happy Holiday Season! 

God bless! 

Ken Callison 

MCGS President 

Myfamily1620@yahoo.com 

 

 Signing of Mayflower Compact    ( loc.gov, 1859)  

http://www.iagenweb.org/madison
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Where was your family 400 years ago? 
(Continued from page 1) 

All this took part leading up to September 

1620, which was very late in the year to start a North 

Atlantic voyage.  They left England only to be forced 

back because of the Speedwell leaking, not once but 

twice.  After the second event they decided to abandon 

the Speedwell and put as many people and as much 

cargo on the Mayflower as possible, leaving a lot of 

family and possessions on shore.   Finally, on 

September 16, 1620 they left for the granted land in 

Northern Virginia, (which was then everything South 

of the Hudson River).   

So now as I write 400 years later, the 

passengers on the Mayflower were crowded aboard a 

ship which was built as a cargo ship attempting to 

cross the turbulent North Atlantic Ocean in the Fall.   

They endured severe storms, hunger and sickness on 

the overcrowded ship, but all the 102 passengers 

survived the crossing arriving in November 21, 1620.  

Actually 103 arrived because of a birth aboard the 

ship!  The danger of unsafe seas forced them to stop 

and settle away from the patented land.   

Because they were landing in an unauthorized 

location instead of the area where they had a patent, 

their location did NOT fall under the jurisdiction and 

laws of the British Empire.  Therefore, to maintain 

order and the semblance of governance, they authored 

a written document (a form of Constitution) for the 

governing of their Colony – the Mayflower Compact - 

before going ashore.  All 41 of the adult male 

passengers signed the document before any departed 

the ship. 

Over 150 years later George Washington, John 

Adams, Thomas Jefferson, and additional forefathers, 

plus many modern day historians and politicians, have 

stated that this document contained the spirit from 

which the Declaration of Independence (1776), The 

Articles of Confederation (1777), and The U.S. 

Constitution (1787) were modeled.  The Compact is 

one, if not the most important, legacy of the Pilgrim 

adventure.  It was the first document voluntarily 

written for self-governance, by those who it would 

affect.    I will restate that.  This was the first 

voluntarily written document for self-government.   

Approximately 10% of U.S. citizens are 

descended from a Mayflower passenger and millions 

more around the globe.  I don’t know about you, but I 

had at least 5 of my ancestors on this adventure, 

Francis Cooke, John Cooke, Richard Warren, Stephen 

Hopkins, and Constance Hopkins.  Francis, Richard 

and Stephen were signers of the Mayflower Compact.   

I know where they were 400 years ago. Six months 

later only 51 of the original passengers were alive due 

to the stress of the journey, along with the hardships of 

a winter that they were not prepared for, and a still 

unknown sickness.  Fortunately, all five (5) of my 

ancestors made it through this tough time.   

To find out and read more about this historical 

event there are several books out there to enjoy, some 

of which are as follows: 

• Of Plimoth Plantation by Governor William 

Bradford, an actual passenger on the 

Mayflower.  Get a copy that has been 

transcribed into modern English for easier 

reading.  It is authored by one of the 

surviving passengers and has been used by 

historians as documentation for years. 

• Mayflower by Nathaniel Philbrick is an easy 

read and covers several years after the voyage 

up to and including King Phillips War (which 

was the deadliest war on our shores, 

percentage-wise). 

• Thanksgiving by Eugene Cheney, an easy 

read and is well written and keeps pretty 

much to the Pilgrim Story. 

Isn’t it great how genealogy ties in to history?  

Where was your family 400 years ago?  Or 200 years 

ago.  Or 100 years ago? You probably have just as 

interesting a story in your family.  Have you found it 

yet?  With this   want to remind you that we cannot take 

honor or credit (or blame) for anything our ancestors 

have done, for that we are on our own, but we can 

honor them for their achievements.    

Annual Preservation Award 
Congratulation to Ron 

Howell, who has been awarded 

the 2020 Historic Preservation 

Award by the Madison County 

Antique Association, usually 

given out on the Penrod stage at 

the Covered Bridge Festival.  

Ron, with deep family roots in 

Madison County, has long been 

interested in his heritage and Madison County history.  

His great-great-grandfather Howell came to Madison 

County in 1850 with his wife and three children to farm 

east of Patterson.  His maternal great-great-grandfather 

Holderbaum came to Penn Township in the 1860s and 

was also a farmer.  

Ron has dedicated many research hours to 

various historic projects in Madison County, including 

the Courthouse Historic District.  In 2019, he published 

his book, titled “The Rural Schools of Madison County, 

Iowa – A Vanishing Heritage,” a definitive work on 

Madison County early education 
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Kellogg Homestead Restored 

   
Skip at house in 2012 Skip at house in 2020 Kellogg Descendants in 2020 

 

MCGS member, Skip Greenwood, and other descendants of Miles and Elizabeth (Smith) Kellogg met at the couple’s 

1850s stone home in Scott Township in August, 2020.  Miles (1823-1897) and Elizabeth (1822-1892) were both born in 

Butler County, Ohio.  They were married in Fountain County, Indiana in 1845 and immediately moved to Iowa, traveling 13 

days in a one-horse wagon.  In 1855, they moved to Madison County on 160 acres southeast of Winterset, improving the land 

and building their stone home.   Life was difficult, as four of their seven children died as infants and another as a teenager.  

Only a son, James, and daughter, Mary, grew to adulthood and had families.  The 1915 History of Madison County, Volume 

2, states, “Mr. Kellogg was one of the county’s earliest settlers and did his share in the work of transforming the wilderness 

into cultivated farms, as his land was wild prairie and timber land when it came into his possession.” 

The stone home, as happened to so many, had become a ruin after years of storing grain and sheltering hogs.  It has 

recently undergone a complete transformation, accurately and historically preserved by Steve Reed Development for a West 

Des Moines couple that fell in love with the house and location.  They later hope to provide tours for the public.  Miles and 

Elizabeth Kellogg’s great-great-grandsons and their families were given the grand tour of the restoration and are grateful that 

their ancestor’s home has a secure future. 

 

Historical Newspaper Images Available  

The fall newsletter of the Iowa Genealogical Society provided the following information on newspaper images 

(pictures) now available through the Library of Congress.  Recent years of newspaper digitization has allowed genealogists 

wonderful access to the text within the papers, but the images often look like an x-ray rather than a usable image.  This new 

work now gives us access to high quality images, too. 

The public can now explore more than 1.5 million historical newspaper 

images online and free of charge. The latest experience from Library of 

Congress Labs, Newspaper Navigator, allows users to search visual content in 

American newspapers dating 1789-1963.   To the right is a 1914 article on the 

Madison County murder of Charles Driscoll from the Ottumwa Tri-weekly 

Courier. 

The user begins by entering a keyword that returns a selection of photos. 

Then the user can choose photos to search against, allowing the discovery of 

related images that were previously undetectable by search engines.  

For decades, partners across the United States have collaborated to 

digitize newspapers through the Library’s Chronicling America website, a 

database of historical U.S. newspapers. The text of the newspapers is made 

searchable by character recognition technology, but users looking for specific 

images were required to page through the individual issues. Through the creative 

ingenuity of Innovator in Residence, Benjamin Lee, and advances in machine 

learning, Newspaper Navigator now makes images in the newspapers searchable 

by enabling users to search by visual similarity (facial recognition).  

To read more about this go to https://www.loc.gov/item/prn-20-060/library-of-congress-launches-new-tool-to-search-

historical-newspaper-images/2020-09-15/  

https://www.loc.gov/item/prn-20-060/library-of-congress-launches-new-tool-to-search-historical-newspaper-images/2020-09-15/
https://www.loc.gov/item/prn-20-060/library-of-congress-launches-new-tool-to-search-historical-newspaper-images/2020-09-15/
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Essential Records in Madison and Adjoining Counties 

Records created by local, state, and national government bodies are essential pieces of our family’s 

genealogical puzzle.  The dates of these records serve as milestone markers for our ancestors and allow us to place 

their life events in order.  Here is a look at the dates that records began to be kept in Madison and adjoining 

counties plus a short explanation of each type.  Through the years, as Iowa law changed, original records were 

sometimes kept at the county level, with or without copies to the state.  And sometimes original records were to be 

legally kept at state level and the county may or may not have kept a copy.  So plan to investigate records at both 

the county and state level for a full picture.  Each column is explained below 

County Date Formed Parent County / Counties B M D L P C 

Adair 1851 (1854) Pottawattamie/unorganized, *Cass 
(Dallas/Mahaska/Monroe/Polk) 

1880 1854 1880 1854 1857 1887 

Clarke 1846 (1851) Unorganized (Kishkekosh) 1880 1852 1880 1849 1853 1854 

Dallas 1846 (1847) Unorganized, *Polk, (Mahaska) 1880 1847 1880 1850 1851 1855 

Madison 1845(1849) Unorganized (*Mahaska) 1880 1849 1880 1850 1852 1852 

Union 1815 (1853) Pottawattamie/unorganized, 
(Dallas/Mahaska/Monroe/Polk) 

1880 1855 1880 1854 1854 1854 

Warren 1846 (1849) Unorganized (Mahaska) 1880 1849 1880 1849 1850 1849 

Adapted from Ancestry.com at https://wiki.rootsweb.com/wiki/index.php/Iowa_County_Resources  

Date Formed  Two dates are listed.  The first is the year the county was created; the second is the year it was fully 

organized.  For instance, Madison County was “established” (named and defined) by the 1845-1846 Iowa Legislature.  The 

first election to “organize” a county government here did not take place until 1849. 

Parent County  is the county or counties from which the respective county was formed.  'Unorganized' in this 

column denotes that the county was formed from non-county lands.  The county name in parentheses is the county to which 

the unorganized land may have been attached to.  An asterisk (*) signifies that you may find records in that county as well. 

Vital Records (B, M, D) On July 1, 1880, the Iowa Legislature created the State Board of Health which required that 

“vital records” – birth, death, marriage – be recorded.  You may find that some marriages were recorded before 1880 since 

marriages were important when selling land or settling probates.  Pre-1880 birth records are sporadic at best.  The difficulty 

of infrequent visits to the county seat made the recording of each birth seem unnecessary. Even after record-keeping was 

legislated by law, it is estimated that between 1880 and 1921, only about fifty percent of the births and deaths were 

registered.  Death certificates prior to 1904 do not include the names of the parents of the deceased.  Depending on the 

county, you will find these records in any one of the county’s office: Clerk of Court, Recorder’s, or Auditor’s office.   

As mentioned above, the place where records were stored has varied over time.  Here is a table provided by the 

Madison County Recorder’s office at madisoncounty.iowa.gov, Madison County government’s recently updated website.  It 

can help you determine where to go for a physical record, based on its date. 

Vital Records: 1880 – 1920 Recorder’s Office 

Vital Records: 1921 – 1941 Iowa Department of Public Health 

Vital Records: 1942 – Present Recorder’s Office 

Single-parent births before July 1, 1995 Iowa Department of Public Health 

Single-parent births after July 1, 1995 Recorder’s Office 

Legal Name Changes Iowa Department of Public Health 

Adoptions Iowa Department of Public Health 

Start your inquiry to the Iowa Department of Health at https://idph.iowa.gov/health-statistics/vital-records or call (515) 281-4944. 

Land Records (L) Iowa’s land was divided into nine districts, the first two having offices at Burlington and Dubuque 

in 1838.  But 20,000 pioneers, eager to move west, were already in Iowa prior to the first land sales and thus had no legal title 

to their claims and formed “Claims Clubs” to protect their land.  Up to 50% of Iowa was purchased through federal military 

bounty land warrants, more than any other state. Following the federal disbursement of land in Iowa, land purchases and sales 

https://idph.iowa.gov/health-statistics/vital-records
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were the responsibility of the County Recorder.  Once a county was organized, the Recorder scrambled to detail the land 

claimed by its residents, beginning at the time when the county was established.  Madison County’s Recorder’s Office is 

scanning and submitting land records to https://www.iowalandrecords.org/portal.  Set up a free account there and either view 

the images or find the books and page you need before visiting the Recorder’s Office to view the original. 

Probate and Court Records (P, C) Once county courts were formed as part of a county’s legal organization, these 

records were kept in the Clerk of Court office.  Both record types were integral to the buying and selling of land, so records 

began earlier than 1880. 

Online Access to the records listed above that are stored in Madison County are available at IAGenWeb.org/madison.  

For records held by the State of Iowa, start at the State Historical Society’s site at 

iowaculture.gov/history/research/collections/vital-records.  Other sources for both are familysearch.org (free) and 

ancestry.com.  

 

Cemetery Restoration Continues 

FARRIS CEMETERY, one of Madison County’s pioneer 

cemeteries, had been severely ravaged by years of agricultural damage 

and neglect.  Descendants and Historic Preservation Commission 

volunteers have actively worked with the Township Trustees, the Greater 

Madison County Community Foundation, Office of the State 

Archeologist, and the Board of Supervisors over the last five years to 

restore the historic cemetery. A ground-penetrating radar study has 

shown over 200 people may be buried there, while records only list 28. 

Rick Breeding (on left) of Winterset and Kory Darnall of 

Davenport are descendants of James Farris, who was an Underground 

Railroad station master and conductor in Madison County.  Both men 

have helped raise funds and clear the cemetery of debris.  In August 

2020, and 150 years from James Farris’ burial, Rick and Kory were on 

hand to dedicate a hand-carved gravestone, a replica of the original, done 

by local stone carver Ben Mayer.  A dedication for more Farris family 

descendants is planned for a future date.  

James Farris came to Iowa from Missouri with his family in 1851.  From the 1915 History of Madison 

County Iowa, Volume 1, we know James Farris and his wife Elizabeth (Morgan) sheltered their Missouri son-in-

law’s slave in the attic of their double log cabin while the son-in-law and his search party slept on the first floor. The 

Farris family provided guidance, safety, food and housing to “Freedom Seekers” at time when doing so was against 

the law and punishable by a $1000 fine and six months in jail. 

BENNETT CEMETERY, another of Madison County’s pioneer cemeteries has benefitted from the work of Ben Mayer, 

and his son, David, of BenMayerCustomCarving.com.  Funded by a descendant, the Mayer’s are reclaiming broken and 

buried stones so that they once again proudly represent the deceased in Bennett Cemetery.  Here are before-and-after photos 

taken in October, 2020. 

    
Joshua and Nancy Bennett Alexander Kirkland   

https://www.iowalandrecords.org/portal
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Madison County Pioneer Cemeteries 
Just when is a cemetery labeled as pioneer?  The State of Iowa Code, Chapter 331.325 says, a “pioneer cemetery” is 

defined as a cemetery where twelve or fewer burials have taken place in the past 50 years. 

Here is information on Madison County’s pioneer cemeteries gathered from IAGenWeb.org/madison.  If you are 

interested in who is buried there, check out iowagravestones.org to see a list of names.  Or visit the Winterset Public Library 

where practically all the cemeteries have notebooks that list the burials both alphabetically and in row-by-row format.  Many 

thanks to all those who have walked the cemeteries and taken gravestone photos (over 30,000!) for many years. 

Perhaps you’d like to make a visit using the driving instructions or by plugging the GPS coordinates into your phone.  

Notes that some are in very obscure places and do not have public access.  Do not trespass. 

 
Cemetery 

Oldest 
burial 

Newest 
Burial 

 
Directions / GPS 

Baker-
Philbrick 

Unkn Unkn Directly south and adjacent to Winterset Cemetery - exact location 
unknown                                    GPS: 41.326475, -94.008930 

Beem-
Beardsley 

1853 1927 Scott Twp. - Sec. 29 - 2408 265th St. – 1/2 mile south, in pasture 
GPS: 41.267176.-93.974950 

Bennett 1853 1944 Madison Twp. - Sec. 26 - 2015 145th Lane - east of Hogback Bridge Rd  
GPS: 41.4384905, -94.0486823 

Brush Ridge 1850 1908 Crawford Twp. - Sec. 34 - 3203 220th St. 
GPS: 41.3366584, -93.8293897 

Bullock 1858 1909 Monroe Twp. - Sec. 22 - 313th St., 1/4 mile west of Carver Trail  
GPS: 41.1962198, -94.0655804 

Close 1853 2003 South Twp. - Sec. 9 - 230th St., 1/2 mile east of Upland Ave, in field 
GPS: 41.3146262, -93.8524735 

Farris 1852 1932 Union Twp. - Sec. 11, Quarry Tr.,3/4 mile west of Quail Ridge Rd., north in 
field                               GPS: 41.3921923, -93.933259. 

Farson 1854 1892 Ohio Twp. - Sec. 2 – 3/4 mile NE in field off Truro Rd., in field  
GPS: 41.2399929, -93.8227221 

Fidler 1846 1858 Union Twp. - Sec. 29 - Natures Tr., North of Hwy 92; was farmed over 
GPS not available 

Gordon 1854 2016 Lincoln Twp. - Sec. 10 - 1720 Fox Trail, 1/2 mile South of 225th St  
GPS: 41.3118772, -94.0682981 

Hamblin 1834 2000 Monroe Twp. - Sec. 8 - at Homestead Ave. & 295th/Kilgore 
GPS: 41.2212979, -94.0952887 

Hickman 1858 1887 Grand River Twp. - Sec 32 - Bittersweet Ave., 3/4 mile south of 330th St  
GPS: 41.188631, -94.216221 

Kivett 1862 1984 Grand River Twp. - Sec. 6 - at end of Autumn Lane  
GPS: 41.2297484, -94.2332075  

Neal 1873 1894 Union Twp. - Sec. 12 – 1/8 mile west of Settlers Ave, back in field  
GPS: 41.3944993, -93.9089882 

North Branch 1861 2004 Madison Twp. - Sec. 9 - Ivy Ave., 1/2 mile north of 115th St  
GPS: 41.4888707, -94.0794554 

Old Penn 1863 1918 Penn Twp. - Sec. 16 - Pitzer Rd., 1/2 mile north of 130th St., west side of 
road                                                   GPS: 41.4643055, -94.18669 

Payton 1861 1924 Jefferson Twp. - Sec. 5 - 2356 105th St., /12 mile west of Old Portland Ave                               
GPS: 41.191729, -94.212120 
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Cemetery 

Oldest 
burial 

Newest 
Burial 

 
Directions / GPS 

Powell 1858 1908 Madison Twp. - Sec. 24 - Hwy 169, 1 mile south of 130th St., top of hill  
GPS: 41.4499895, -94.0168962 

Trester 1858 1911 Madison Twp. - Sec. 25 - 148th Trail, 1/2 mile west of Hwy 169, in field  
GPS: 41.4360515, -94.0188374 

Union Chapel 
(Jeff. Twp.) 

1862 2019 Jefferson Twp. - Sec. 1 - 105th St., 1/10 mile east of Badger Creek Ave. 
GPS: 41.502664, -93.907475 

Viney 1851 1919 South Twp. - Sec. 27 – 1/4 mile NW of 272nd Lane  
GPS: 41.2638346, -93.8291946 

Welty 1861 2004 Webster Twp. - Sec. 14 - 2495 Elderberry Ave., 1/4 mile NW back in field                                       
GPS: 41.2899478, -94.1544046 

West Branch 1855 2000 Grand River Twp. - Sec. 29, at Burr Oak & 325th Lane  
GPS: 41.1792624, -94.2092823 

Wintermantle 
(Lotz) 

1871 1894 Jackson Twp. - Sec. 36 - 1543 210th St., 1/4 mile east of Fawn Ave. 
GPS: 41.344990, -94.140510 

Worthing 1880 1968 Ohio Twp. - Sec. 11 - at 300th & Woodland  
GPS: 41.2189857, -93.8099364 

 

A complete list of Madison County cemeteries has recently been submitted to the Office of the State 

Archeologist (archaeology.uiowa.edu/) in Iowa City by the Madison County Historic Preservation Commission.  This 

information will ensure that each cemetery goes on record as an archaeological site.  As a result, when federally-funded 

projects are being considered, the State Historic Preservation Office will require such projects to consider the effects on 

these historic properties. 

 

 

 - --- - - -  - - - - - - -  - - - - - - -  - - - - - - -  - - - - - - -  - - -  - - -  - - - - - - -  - - -- -   
Membership Information 

The Madison County Genealogical Society “year” runs from January 1 through December 31.   
Please cut (or copy) and mail in this form with your dues. 

• Annual Dues are $10.00 per year, per person or $15.00 for a family membership.  

• Perhaps it is time to consider a Lifetime Membership at $115.00. 
  
Amount Enclosed: _____________________ Name: _________________________________ 
 
Membership Rates: (check one) Address: ________________________________ 
 

__________$10.00, single – 1 year City: ___________________________________ 
  
__________$15.00, family – 1 year State: __________________________________ 
 
__________$115.00 Lifetime Membership Phone: _________________________________ 

 
Is this a E-Mail: _________________________________ 

 _____ Renewal or  
 _____ New membership?  

Please make checks payable to Madison County Genealogical Society or just MCGS.  
Mail to MCGS, c/o Pat Hochstetler, 1475 Cottonwood Ave., Dexter, IA 50070 
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Bits and Pieces 

See You in 2021 

MCGS has cancelled all 2020 meetings from April 

through December.  We will reevaluate for 2021 as to 

when we will go back to our usual schedule of monthly 

meetings held the first Tuesday of each month at 7:00 pm 

at the Winterset Public Library.  Currently the Library’s 

meeting room and the restrooms are closed.  We are all 

looking forward to a brighter, more social year in 2021. 

Meanwhile, We Can Still Connect 

Email: madisoncountygenealogy@gmail.com 

Website: madisoncountygenealogy.com.  Using the 

Contact Us form will also send us an email. 

Facebook: Madison County IA Family History  

holds general genealogy tips and queries from others. 

Mail your requests to  

Madison County Genealogical Society 

PO Box 26, Winterset Iowa 50273-0026. 

George Stout Day Declared October 5 

A local group petitioned the State of Iowa to 

declare October 5, 2020 as George Stout Day.   The 

proclamation was issued and a group of local citizens, 

along with George Stout descendants, held a ceremony 

that day at the George Stout landmark at the corner of 

South 1st Avenue and Washington Street in Winterset. 

Stout attended Winterset High 

School and illustrated the 1915 WHS 

yearbook.  He went on to the 

University of Iowa, served in both 

WWI and WWII, and was a noted art 

preservationist.  In the 2014 movie 

The Monuments Men, starring George 

Clooney, his role was based on 

George Stout’s leadership of finding and saving Europe’s 

fine art from the Allied Forces’ enemies.  

IAGenWeb/madison Accolades 

Twice each year, the IAGenWeb.org/madison 

website goes through a peer review from another Iowa 

county’s website coordinator.  The fall review took place 

in late October and the results are in!  Madison County’s 

website passed with these compliments: “well organized, 

like quick links, lots of valuable data, one of top 

IowaGraveStones projects, a leader in obits, keep up the 

good work.” Many of our current and past members 

deserve immense credit for their work in gathering data, 

creating lists, taking and uploading photos, entering 

current and past obituaries, and much more.  KUDOS to 

all who have worked so diligently and accurately. 

Legacy in Stone Courthouse Restoration 

The structural high point of Madison County is its 

1876 limestone Courthouse.  It is in need of protection and 

restoration and YOU have an opportunity to assist.  The 

Friends of the Madison County Courthouse Committee 

have a $660,000 fund-raising project underway.  Phase I of 

the Courthouse restoration plan will include exterior repairs 

to button up the roof, its edges and downspouts; work on 

the four porticos (porches) and steps; replacement of the 

1970s aluminum windows with historically accurate and 

energy efficient alternatives; plus an ADA-compliant entry 

plaza on the south side.  

The Jeffris Family Foundation 

(jeffrisfoundation.org) has challenged us to raise this 

amount by June 30, 2022.  If we do, they will provide a 

grant of $330,000.  Your contribution can be made in 

payments over the next five years, ending on June 30, 2024.  

Information can be found at madisoncountyhistory.com, the 

website of the Madison County Historic Preservation 

Commission. Click the Legacy in Stone tile for details and 

a pledge form. 

National Register of Historic Places News 

Winterset has a new entry on the National 

Register of Historic Places (NRHP) - the Judge W.H. and 

Emma Lewis Historic District at 1145 West Summit Street 

in Winterset was added this past summer.  Judge Lewis 

arrived in Winterset in 1864, served as a county 

supervisor, superintending the construction of our current 

1876 courthouse, wrote articles on early Winterset history, 

and ran Fairmount Nursery at his home and farmstead.  

Congratulations to Mark and Kayla Hawkins, current 

owners, and Leah Rogers of Tallgrass Archeology, LLC., 

who wrote and steered the nomination through the 

approval process.   

Though not yet on the NRHP, the Winterset City 

Park passed the last detailed review at the state level in 

October.  The nomination, again by Leah Rogers, will 

now go to the National Park Service for final scrutiny.  

Fingers are crossed that the City Park may be on the 

NRHP by Spring 2021 

mailto:madisoncountygenealogy@gmail.com

