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MADISON COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

PO BOX 26 

WINTERSET IA 50273-0026 

Second Quarter Newsletter 2020 

 

MEETING: Our meetings are held the first Tuesday of 

each month in the Winterset Public Library meeting 

room.  We meet at 7:00 pm year-round. 

DUES: Payable January 1 of each year.  $10 per person or 

$15 per family.  Life membership is $115. 

RESEARCH: $10 per hour plus cost of copies and 

postage.  Send inquires to the above address or to our 

email address. 

 

OFFICERS FOR 2019 

PRESIDENT Ken Callison 

VICE PRESIDENT Skip Greenwood 

SECRETARY: Linda Smith 

TREASURER: Pat Hochstetler 

CORRESPONDING 

  SECRETARY: 

JoAnne Walker 

Linda Smith 

LIBRARY OBITS: Shirley Keating 

Pat Hochstetler 

DIRECTORS:  Pat Hochstetler (2020) 

Ida Morse (2021) 

Open (2022) 

MADISON COUNTY 

IAGenWeb COORDS: 

Kent Transier 

Linda Smith 

NEWSLETTER: JoAnne Walker 

Linda Smith 

EMAIL: madisoncountyiagenealogy@gmail.com 

WEBSITE: madisoncountyiagenealogy.com 

MADISON COUNTY GENEALOGY INFO: 

www.iagenweb.org/madison  

 

 

Message from Our President 

Greetings Fellow Members, 

My, “What an Interesting Time we are in!”  

Almost all of us can remember memorable events 

that changed our lives and sometimes these events 

shaped the direction of our society and even the 

history of the nation and the entire world.  And so it 

is with the Great Pandemic of 2020.   

As we were growing up, we all heard similar 

stories from our parents, uncles, aunts, grandparents 

and even great grandparents, and others.  Some 

events they experienced personally and others were 

passed down in the family.  I can remember hearing 

about memorable events of how the earliest members 

of my family pioneered as they came West.  Other 

accounts were how they were influenced by events 

like the news of the Alamo, Civil War, sinking of the 

Maine, World War I, the Great Depression, Pearl 

Harbor, World War, II, A Bombs, and the end of that 

War.  And for those of us living now, how about the 

deaths of US presidents, the Blizzard of ‘73, the 

attacks of 9-11, or The Great Pandemic?   

During this time, it might be a good idea to jot 

down some of the daily happenings and our thoughts 

and feelings.  Then stick it somewhere – perhaps a 

family Bible, scrapbook or album – for someone at 

some time to find (and hope that they will be able to 

read cursive).  You very well could be leaving a little 

piece of gold for a future relative, like many of us 

have found during our lives.  Stories of where people 

were and how it affected them are always 

memorable.  And The Great Pandemic is one of those 

historical events.   

The Genealogy Society has had to make changes 

in how we operate as an organization.  We have had 

to cancel meetings and events, but we have business 

that has to be conducted during this time such as 

paying bills and continuing the goals of our Society.  

We have held electronic business meetings where 

board members and regular meeting attendees were 

polled by email for votes on business items.  The 

members of committees are still performing their 

duties as best as they can under the circumstances.  

We will try to keep you posted on these events via 

email and through the MCGS website. 

But most of all we want you to be safe and to 

keep working on your history. 

God bless! 

Ken Callison 
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= = = = = = = = = = = = = The STAY HOME Issue = == = = = = = = = = 

As this is written in late April, it has been an unparalleled six weeks of information and 

change to our daily lives due to the spread of the Corona virus and Covid-19.  Since we 

are all to “social distance” ourselves from others and stay at home, except for necessary 

errands, this issue is dedicated to genealogy tools and tips that you can use right at your 

kitchen table or on a personal computer. 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = == = = = = = = = 

 

 

RE-start Your Family History Search 
If you are reading this newsletter, it is safe to assume that you are already a budding genealogist and way 

past the “beginning” state.  The steps that the experts list for beginners frequently include: Explore – Organize – 

Research.  These same steps also apply to more “seasoned” genealogists and can re-energize your work.  Let’s get 

RE-started!! 
 

Explore What You Have On Hand 

• Investigate what you have already gathered 

You’ve likely started your family search long ago and have gathered bits and pieces (or 

chunks and loads) of information since then.  What a great time to sort through your personal 

archives to rethink their usefulness and perhaps fit them together to make a more complete picture.  

The missing item that halted you three months ago just might be in that three-year old note. 

Your genealogical experiences have likely increased your analytical skills, so why not give 

what you’ve gathered a “once over” to see what you can fit together in new ways.  For example, 

perhaps you suspect but can’t prove the maiden name of your great-grandmother.  But by reviewing 

your great-grandfather’s family in a 1900 census page you see that same surname for a neighboring 

household.  And your grandmother’s given name is listed there, too.  Well, you just might be on the 

cusp of finding her maiden name.  You can note that you need to check the next census, her possible 

sibling’s obituaries, online newspapers, etc. 

• Get your relatives talking 

We are all making an effort to check in on family members and looking for new ways to fill 

in time each day.  People are open to new topics to discuss, just 

to stay in touch.  Why not tell a story to your grandchildren 

about a time when you were their age?  Or a similar time such 

as when polio was feared and then conquered when we all 

received the vaccine on a sugar cube.  (See page 7.) 

Video calls have even more possibilities.  Show your 

family an antique (a metal ice cube tray, a photo negative, or 

other out-of-fashion items) and ask if they know what it is and 

how it was used.  This works if you are interviewing older 

relatives, too.  Maybe you have an old picture in your stash or 

newspaper article from a reunion that you could ask them about.  

And don’t forget to ask other family members what family history documentation they 

might have on hand and be willing to share.  You may want to have a list on hand of what you are 

looking for: birth certificates, marriage certificates, diaries, etc. 
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• Tackle those photos 

You don’t need to make a pile the size of a 

mountain, but find a mole hill that you can work your 

way through.  You may choose to sort old family photos 

by surname.  Or it may be your own immediate family’s 

vacations.  Write your best guess of when, where, and 

who is pictured using a sticky note on the back.  Be 

ruthless when sorting - who really needs a landscape 

photo of a spot you don’t remember.  Discard it! 

Or perhaps you want to tackle the images on 

your phone.  Here are several ideas.  Delete the 

duplicates and those that were meant to be temporary.  

Use the album feature to sort the remainder into virtual 

piles. Download them to your computer using a cable or 

upload to a cloud service to serve as a backup.  

 

Organize Simply 

Now that you have several piles and are seeing old facts in a new light, some organization will help 

you maintain what you have found.  And it doesn’t have to be an overwhelming task. 

• Find an organizational method that works for you 

The method you use has to work for you and meet your goals.  Don’t feel you have to store your 

family history the same way as any other genealogist.  If you are more of a hunter/gatherer, perhaps a 

series of tubs or boxes with all of one surname’s papers, books, and artifacts stored together is enough to 

satisfy you.  If the materials need to be referenced, 

you will enjoy the time it takes to go through it.  Or 

maybe you prefer to bind up each generation in its 

own 3-ring notebook with all family statistics, 

censuses, marriage certificates, and photos stored 

within so you can quickly find any fact.  Or just 

pick through your unorganized piles to choose what 

will best go into a book to pass down to your 

grandchildren using an online shop such as 

Walgreens Photo, Snapfish, etc.   

• There’s nothing like a Family Group sheet to help you keep it all together 

A Family Group sheet gives you a single place to list all the vital facts about one family unit – 

father, mother, and their children. If one of the parents marries again or a child marries, that new family 

and any children within it are recorded on another Family Group sheet.  

Write what facts you have about the family on the sheet and note the source that provided the 

information. Number the sources on the front and complete a simple key on the back with the source 

details so you can find your way back, if needed. (And it is often needed!) You can quickly see the data 

holes you have left to fill.  

The Family Group Sheet is also handy to organize associated paper items (census, land records, 

etc.) and photos for this family. With the Family Group Sheet acting as a table of contents, the items can 

be kept together in whatever storage works best: a tub, a shirt box, a file folder, an envelope.  

To get started, you’ll find a Family Group Sheet on Page 5.  The Madison County Genealogical 

Society provides this free, simple Family Group Sheet at the Society's website: 

www.madisoncountyiagenealogy.com. Click the Resources tab to find a copy to download and print.   

  

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.madisoncountyiagenealogy.com%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2dn-eWY2xTVMRMDMIGt2WQhoqrzD7LO4eYOvAixXno7p8h7uXG6QinhV4&h=AT0TZRJXhGZ-4yAs8exGHMxY1MleDiDEMFffcoRkcBnpjJtlbGX0ACYdQI7nuSdiq-gWrrrA6BRCkY1du8IfIhcz9UOWAQ8gao_6U0L8A9msSXW6EjPmwjF9-svejyKd1Fp_PUk-Fvrwv5jrhQQ
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Make a Research Plan  

Do you see some holes in your research?  Were you surprised to find 

that you had no census information at all for your spouse’s family?  Wonder 

why you haven’t thought to check into military records before?  How did you 

miss that?  Well, not it’s time to fill in those gaps.  

• Note the Gaps in Your Research 

So now that you see your research holes, you can start making a list 

of what needed information you would like to pursue.  The free Research Checklist provided by the 

Midwest Genealogy Center in Lee Summit, Missouri may help you identify new places to look for what 

you are missing.  https://www.mymcpl.org/genealogy/resources/family-history-forms     

• Prioritize Your List 

If you just explored and organized years or decades of genealogy pursuits, as suggested above, you 

will have accumulated quite a list of research leads.  From the gaps you noted, choose the top 5 to 10 that 

pique your curiosity the most.  A targeted list will help you keep on track and maintain your sanity. 

• Let the Research begin 

This is the FUN part.  You already know what to do next, or you wouldn’t have had so much to 

gather, organize, and research.  Although some physical locations you would like to visit are closed at this 

time (see page 8), online resources are available.  Revisit websites that you’ve visited before to see what 

new information might now be available.  See some suggestions on page 6.         Happy hunting!   

 

Genealogy Word Search 
Family Tree Magazine provided this on Facebook on March 19, 2020 as a project to keep kids busy while 

not in school due to the corona virus.  Although those who receive our newsletter are no longer in school, we are all 

just “older kids,” aren’t we?  You might even discover a resource that you haven’t checked in a while, but should.  

  

https://www.mymcpl.org/genealogy/resources/family-history-forms
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Internet Sources to Visit or Revisit 
If you have a computer at home, you have probably used it chase down many an ancestor’s past.  Here 

are some sources you might want to access while you are spending time in your home.  Some may be new to 

you and others familiar.  Even those you visit often likely have other features that you’ve not tapped into yet.  

Now is the time to click unfamiliar links. 

 

HeritageQuest  
A Winterset Library card is your ticket to free access to HeritageQuest from any computer.  If you live 

elsewhere, ask your local library if they subscribe to HeritageQuest. 

This is a great place to easily look up U.S. Federal censuses (taken every 10 years starting in 1790).  

After entering a few search criteria (name, birth date, place, etc.), you may choose a single census year, or ask 

to search across all census years.  This free site is owned by Ancestry.com so you may recognize the page 

formats. 

Be sure to check out other features on the HeritageQuest home page. The Census Map Guide shows the 

development of counties, whose boundaries changed over time, and which ones were included in the various 

census years.  Mortality Schedules (1850-1885) lists those who died within a year of a federal census.  Check 

out the Agricultural Schedules (1850-1880) to see the details of your ancestor’s farming operation. (There 

were 100 questions in 1880!)  If you had ancestors who lived in larger cities, the U.S. City Directories (1822-

1995) can provide information on their occupations and addresses. 

To access: 

1. Visit www.wintersetlibrary.org, 

2. Click on the Research & Study tab across the top, 

3. Choose Genealogy Collection from the dropdown, 

4. Scroll down the page and click on the HeritageQuest heading, 

5. You will be asked for a “barcode” which is the 14-digit number on your library card. 
 

 

IAGenWeb.org/madison 
This might be the perfect time for you to take a deep dive into all that is available at this genealogy 

jewel.  Sure, you may use it all the time, but likely you use only a portion of what is available.  Here are some 

suggestions, or just click on every link on the left side then the right side and see what new resources you will 

find. 

BIRTHS – All recorded 1919 births were added in March, 2020. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY – This page has been reorganized for easier online access to all of Madison County’s printed 

histories: 1869, 1879, and both volumes of 1915.  By the end of May, the 1984 history will be added. 

CENSUS – If you haven’t looked for your ancestors in the Composite Census or the newly transcribed 1925 Iowa 

census, you really are missing out on some interesting finds. 

NEWSPAPERS – New additions include the Madisonian from 2004-March, 2019, the 1895-1898 Winterset 

Reporter, all Winterset High School yearbooks, and the official 6-volume set of Iowa’s soldiers in the Civil 

War and earlier wars. 

MADISON COUNTY FAMILY TREE – The Madison County Family Tree is created from other 

information posted within this website, such as obituaries, census, birth, marriage, and death 

records. To date there are 95,000 individuals within 31,000 families.  This is a work in 

progress with data entered weekly from both new and historic obituaries and other sources. 

SEARCH – This meek looking icon packs a PUNCH!  Entering a name here brings up every instance of it 

within the entire website (except when in a PDF document or image, of which there are 

few).  Your search results will help you find information from places within the website 

that you may not have thought to access before.  For example, put in a woman’s married 

name and see all the places it is found.  Some may be mentions in the obits of relatives 

with her maiden name that had been eluding you.    

http://www.wintersetlibrary.org/
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Déjà vu, All Over Again          Winterset Madisonian - October 31, 1962 
Here is a moment from the past that many of us experienced.  What will conquer the corona virus? 

 

   
 
 
 

MCGS Website Updates – MadisonCountyIaGenealogy.com 
Have you taken a look at the website containing news of the Madison County Genealogical Society?  

Here you can find up-to-date information on the workings of the society, meeting plans, and how to obtain 

research assistance and more.  

View Past MCGS Newsletters 

At a recent MCGS meeting, the members voted to post past quarterly newsletters on the MCGS website: 

Currently, newsletters from 2018 back to 2015 are available to view, print, or to download and save.  Since current 

newsletters are a perk of membership, posted newsletters are two years old, but are available for anyone, member or 

not, to access.  To visit, click Newsletter Archive to the right on the homepage. 

Free Forms to Download 

To assist you with your ancestor hunt, two handy forms have been 

added to this website’s Resource page: a Family Group Sheet and a 5-

Generation Chart.  Both forms are extremely handy whether you are a beginner 

or a seasoned searcher.  Feel free to download and print all you need.  

Digitization Updates 

The homepage contains a blog where announcements are made.  A 

recent entry gives the status of which newspapers and county histories have 

been digitized for online access. 

Check Back Often 

The homepage blog is updated as news or features become available.  

Check back often to keep updated on what is going on with the Madison County 

Genealogical Society.  Scroll down to read older blogs and learn what you’ve 

missed.  
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Bits and Pieces 

What of Future Meetings?  County Fair? 

Everyone’s schedule is uncertain, based on the 

spread of the virus and the latest direction from our 

state and federal government.  Currently the Library 

is closed until further notice.  The Madison County 

Historical Museum is closed through May and may 

need to extend.  Groups of more than 10 are highly 

discouraged, now with a few exceptions. 

As of now, our next scheduled meeting is June 2. 

You will be notified by email or can check the 

MCGS website to see if it will be held and where, or 

if it is cancelled.  Usually, our monthly meetings are 

held at 7:00 pm at the Winterset Public Library. 

They are always free and open to the public.   

We are waiting to see what the Madison County 

Fair Board decides about this year’s fair scheduled 

for July 15-19, 2020. Then the MCGS will decide 

our level of participation.  We hope that our July 7 

meeting will be a “Show and Tell” meeting for 

assistance with County Fair entries.  You will learn 

what division and class to assign to your entries and 

how to fill out the required 3x5 card of information. 

Research Halted by County Closures 

The MCGS is somewhat hampered in our research 

for you due to the closing of the Madison County 

Courthouse (Clerk of Court and Auditor offices) and 

the Courthouse Annex (Recorder, Assessor, and 

Treasurer offices) until further notice. 

The MCGS continues to help others through online 

research.  If we need to obtain official County 

records, this can be accomplished via the US mail.  

Ron Howell, Local Author, Receives Award 

Ron Howell, of Winterset, has 

been honored with the Country 

School Association of 

America’s (CSAA) 2020 

Scholarship and Artistry Award 

for his book “The Rural 

Schools of Madison County, 

Iowa – A Vanishing Heritage.”  

The CSAA is a non-profit national organization 

dedicated to preserving memories of country 

schools and promoting scholarship about the early 

American educational experience.  Howell’s book is 

a thorough look at early education in Iowa and, 

particularly, Madison County.  

Many CONGRATULATIONS to Ron! 

Ways to Connect with the MCGS 

Website: MadisonCountyIaGenealogy.com.  

The Contact Us form sends us an email. 

Email:  madisoncountyiagenealogy@gmail.com 

Mail: Box 26, Winterset, IA  50273 

1984 Madison County History Online Soon 

The MCGS created a 400-page Madison 

County History, published in 1984.  

Individuals were invited to contribute what 

they knew about their families, churches, and 

organizations.  The book is no longer in print 

and difficult to find outside of local libraries 

and the Madison County Historical Museum.  

So the Genealogical Society decided to fund 

digitizing this resource.  That work is 

currently underway and expected to be 

completed by the end of May.  Look for it 

under the BIBLIOGRAPHY link at 

IaGenWeb.org/madison, along with our other 

printed county-wide history books. 

Memorial Day Weekend: Covid-19 Style 

We won’t be having the 

usual programs and flag 

displays this year to honor 

our veterans.  The 

American Legion plans to 

put small flags on every 

veteran’s grave on Friday, 

May 22.  But there will be 

no program in the Winterset Cemetery on 

Memorial Day.  The VFW is considering if a 

portion of their usual display of large flags is 

feasible.  Won’t we deeply appreciate all the 

things we missed once they return? 

Facebook Pages for Madison Co Genealogy 
MADISON COUNTY IA FAMILY HISTORY has been 

created to foster discussion about Madison County 

families and genealogy research on Facebook.  

Members, numbering 113, are looking for relatives, 

bragging on their finds, honoring their ancestors, 

plus sharing tips 

and other handy 

genealogy websites. 

If you use Facebook, search for MADISON COUNTY IA 

FAMILY HISTORY, then click “Like”.  You might also 

“Like” Ron Howell’s informative Facebook page 

THE RURAL SCHOOLS OF MADISON COUNTY, IOWA.  Find info 

there to purchase a copy of his book. 


