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MADISON COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

PO BOX 26 

WINTERSET IA 50273-0026 

First Quarter Newsletter 2020 

 

MEETING: Our meetings are held the first Tuesday of 

each month in the Winterset Public Library meeting 

room.  We meet at 7:00 pm year-round. 

DUES: Payable January 1 of each year.  $10 per person or 

$15 per family.  Life membership is $115. 

RESEARCH: $10 per hour plus cost of copies and 

postage.  Send inquires to the above address or to our 

email address. 

 

OFFICERS FOR 2019 

PRESIDENT Ken Callison 

VICE PRESIDENT Skip Greenwood 

SECRETARY: Linda Smith 

TREASURER: Pat Hochstetler 

CORRESPONDING 

  SECRETARY: 

JoAnne Walker 

Cheryl Gray 

LIBRARY OBITS: Shirley Keating 

Pat Hochstetler 

DIRECTORS:  2020 Pat Hochstetler 

2021 Ida Morse 

2020 Open 

MADISON COUNTY 

IAGenWeb COORDS: 

Kent Transier 

Linda Smith 

NEWSLETTER: JoAnne Walker 

Linda Smith 

EMAIL: madisoncountyiagenealogy@gmail.com 

WEBSITE: madisoncountyiagenealogy.com 

MADISON COUNTY GENEALOGY INFO: 

IAGenWeb.org/madison/ 

Message from Our President 
Greetings Fellow Members, 

Recently a lot of people have become very interested 

in their family’s history due to media advertising about easy 

miracle ways to find your origins.  Here’s my take on the easy 

ways – DNA and Internet websites– and how they compare to 

the old fashioned, but more accurate way of doing this 

research.   

DNA can give you a scientific or biological look at 

your makeup and lead you to some relatives, but it can not 

give you the social and family history that has shaped you and 

your extended family.  Internet websites often hold inaccurate 

or false information submitted by an unknown person.  They 

may have obtained it from someone else who made a mistake, 

made up falsehoods that they wanted to be true, or didn’t use 

due diligence to assure research accuracy.  This is called glory 

genealogy and is often mostly fiction! 

I have personally found grandchildren attached to 

grandparents who were noted as born before their grandparents.  

By verifying published family histories with legal court records, 

I have found errors going back for 100 years. I have also sent 

legal records to a distant cousin only to have her change the 

information to suit her desired connections.  She then submitted 

the newly falsified records to an Internet website so that she 

could join family heritage organizations that require legally 

documented proof.   

The MCGS has members who have spent many 

decades doing their own family history and helping many 

others with theirs.  Members of the society have spent 

thousands of hours researching and organizing legal records 

from our courthouse, prepping them for microfilming, creating 

indexes, and posting them on the Internet at 

IAGenWeb.org/madison/.  All 58 Madison County cemeteries 

have been walked, some several times, and those documents are 

in the Winterset Library.  All known gravestones in Madison 

County have been photographed and are continually uploaded 

to iagravestones.org.   

In Madison County, the MCGS members strive for 

accuracy and completeness so that your family history will be 

fact, not fiction. 

Until later, 

Ken Callison 

MCGS President 

 
Have you ever felt this way when you find brick walls 

in your search for family members? 
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Now at IaGenWeb.org/Madison - 1925 Madison County Census  
The 1925 Iowa State Census is the Holy Grail of censuses because it contains not only the 

names of all the county’s citizens but also much other helpful information.  For example, specific data 

is provided about their parents: names, places of birth, and (especially exciting) place of marriage.  

Plus, there is detailed information on military service, type of occupation and religion.  What a wealth 

of evidence about people in your family that you likely knew and yet forgot to ask these questions. 

A project to provide the 1925 Madison County Census, transcribed and fully indexed, has 

been underway during 2019.  As of January, 2020, the entire transcription has been posted.  There is a 

small portion – half of Webster Township and all of Winterset – that are still to be proofread.  But 

based on proofreading completed to-date, the remaining proofreading is not likely to materially 

change the data. 

The 1925 Iowa census is available online at familysearch.com and with other paid 

subscriptions, with the ability to search by name, to see a list of partial information, and to view/print 

the six pages of hand-written information for each person.  One of the advantages of using the 

transcribed census at IAGenWeb.org/madison/ is that the 1925 data has been incorporated into the 

Composite Census Index at the top of the CENSUS RECORDS page.  If you are not familiar with this 

helpful index, we encourage you to take a look as it might very well help you identify family 

members that you have missed. 

Many thanks to IAGenWeb Coordinator Kent Transier for transcription and volunteer Peggy 

Nichless for proofreading.  They both contributed an immense amount of time to this work. 

Introductory Page of 1925 Iowa Census Transcription on IAGenWeb 

The 1925 Iowa State Census has no page numbers. It consists of books containing 15 sheets of 

paper.  Each record is three sheets of paper, across both the left and right sides of the book.  Each record 

is three sheets long and each set of three sheets contains 30 records, numbered consecutively from 1 

though 150.  The index created identifies the record’s Name of Individual, Year of Birth (approx..), 

Town/Township, Book Number, and Line Number. 

To help you get started, the 1925 Iowa Census page gives you several options and useful hints.   
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Headings from the Original pages of the 1927 Iowa Census 
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Digitization Update 
Digitization and searchability have been immense aids to family researchers and historians of 

any topic in the last 10 years.  Each week, newly digitized newspapers, books, and other historic 

matter is becoming available around the world.  Here is some news that may directly affect your 

family research in and around Madison County.  All are, or soon will be, available at either 

winterset.advantage-preservation.com or earlham.advantage-preservation.com, both hosted by 

their associated public libraries. 

Note: The St. Charles Library is hoping to locate newspapers from that community for 

digitization.  If you have papers to contribute, contact them at (641) 396-2945. 

1865 Roster and Record of Iowa Soldiers in the War of the Rebellion – 6 Volumes 

The Madison County Historical Society has a complete 6-volume set of the Roster and Record 

and passed it onto Advantage Archives to digitize the nearly 9000 pages.  The first five volumes 

contain lists of Iowa Civil War soldiers and historical sketches of each regiment/volunteer 

organization. The sixth volume lists soldiers from the Mexican War, Indian Campaigns, and the 

Spanish American and Philippine Wars.  Advantage Archives did the work at no cost. 

Here is an example of soldier information: 

 

If you would like to only search the Roster and Record, and not all the newspaper resources 

available at the Winterset site, narrow your search to the dates of 1865, as there are currently no other 

online resources during that year.    We do not yet have any Winterset newspapers prior to 1871. 

1895-1898 Winterset Reporter – All Issues 

It was discovered that the 1895-1898 Winterset Reporter issues were only available in the 

original printed copies held by the Madison County Historical Society.  The books containing these 

issues were taken to Advantage Archives near Cedar Falls, Iowa to be digitized.  The printed copy is 

back at the Madison County Historical Complex, the issues are online and searchable, and two rolls of 

microfilm have been added to the collection at the Winterset Pubic Library.  The Madison County 

Historical Society funded this work. 

1885-1961 Earlham Echo – Various Issues 

Printed issues of the Earlham Echo, held by the Earlham Historical Society were carefully 

unfolded, inventoried, and sent off to Advantage Archives.  Many of the pages were broken, but the 

company does their best to manually line up the pieces before scanning them.  The papers covered 

many years with only an issue or two from some, such as 1885, 1895, and 1905. Other years had 

several issues - 1910, 1916, and 1940-1950.  They are available now at the Earlham site.  No 

additional funds were raised to cover the cost, as money was on hand from the first Earlham-area 

digitization campaign.  At that time, it was promised that further digitization projects would be 

investigated as funds allowed. 

2004-2018 Winterset Madisonian – All Issues 

To date, the online Winterset Madisonian was available only through year 2003 and this was 

becoming a problem for researchers.  Publisher Sue Smith has given her gracious approval to digitize 

the issues through the year of 2018.  Each year, another year will be added.  This was funded by the 

Friends of the Winterset Public Library, the Madison County Historical Society, and the Madison 

County Genealogical Society and the additional years are coming soon at the Winterset site.  
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Digitization Opportunity – Your Help is Needed 
The fundraising to digitize Winterset High School yearbooks (beginning in 1915) is a bit behind.  

We have only collected 25% of the total cost.  At only $40 per yearbook, it’s a great deal and we need 

your help to complete the financing.  Perhaps your class would like to assure that your graduation year is 

represented. Or maybe you have various family members who you would like to honor by making their 

photos and accomplishments accessible to all.  These will be searchable, printable, and the quality is just 

like you had the book in your hand.  See below for how to contribute. Thank you! 
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Genealogy: Let’s Get Going Classes at Winterset Public Library 
There are five Saturdays in 

February this year, since it starts on a 

Saturday and 2020 is a leap year.  That 

means something special should be done 

to take advantage of them!  

The Winterset Public Library will 

host a genealogy class on each of the five 

Saturdays, presented by Linda Smith.   All 

sessions are free and there is NO pre-

registration. 

The classes cover basic topics for 

those new to genealogy and those who 

want to renew their interest.  The topic of 

the fifth week will be determined by those 

who attend the previous four.  You can 

come to any one or more that you choose.  

Each session will have a presentation but 

also plenty of time to talk over or work on 

the topic of the week. 

 

 

 

2020 MCGS Calendar 
Our meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each month, at 7:00 pm in the Winterset Public 

Library unless noted otherwise.  Some meetings will be preceded by a program.  You may want to place 

these meeting and activity dates on your calendar so that you won’t forget to attend.  Bring a friend. 

Date Place Activities 

January 7 Winterset Public Library Meeting only 

February 4 Madison County Annex Program: Recorder’s Records; 
meeting 

March 3 Winterset Public Library Meeting only 

April 7 Winterset Public Library Meeting only 

May 5 Winterset Public Library Program: Delpha Musgrave,  
State Historical Society; meeting 

June 2 Winterset Public Library Meeting only 

July 7 Winterset Public Library Help session for County Fair entries 
and meeting 

July 15-18 – County Fair County Fair Grounds Genealogical Exhibit in Jackson Bldg 

August 4 Winterset Public Library Meeting only 

September 1 Winterset Public Library Program: Theresa Liewer – Tips for 
familysearch.org; meeting 

October 6 Winterset Public Library Meeting only 

November 3 (Election Day) Winterset Public Library Meeting only 

December 1 Winterset Public Library Christmas treat sharing and meeting 
to elect officers 
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Madison County Genealogical Society News 

Annual Christmas Meeting 

The MCGS takes time each year in 

December to share some treats and look back 

over the genealogical finds and follies we have 

experienced over the past year.  Pictured, 

raising a hot spiced cider toast, are (counter-

clock-wise from upper left): Skip Greenwood, 

Bill Keating, Shirley Keating, JoAnne Walker, 

Helen Sellers, Pat Hochstetler, Ken Callison, 

Mike Mahan, and Linda Smith. 

 

Past Newsletters Available at MCGS Website 

The MCGS website - MadisonCountyIAGenealogy.com (capitalization isn’t necessary) - now 

contains three years of past newsletters, beginning two years ago.  You will find the four quarterly 

newsletters written in 2015. 2016, and 2017.  As new newsletters are created, another two-year old 

newsletter will be posted. More current newsletters for 2018 and 2019 are not posted yet since receiving 

the latest news is a perk for current members.   

From the RESEACH page, a link will take you to the newsletters.  Once there, you can view, 

download, or print any newsletter.  If you are a current member and are missing any 2018 or 2019 

newsletters, just contact the MCGS at MadisonCountyIAGenealogy@gmail.com to request a copy by 

email or mail. 

 

 

 - - - - - - -  - - - - - - -  - - - - - - -  - - - - - - -  - - - - - - -  - - - - - - -  - - - - - - -  - - - - - - -  
 

Membership Information 

The Madison County Genealogical Society “year” runs from January 1 through December 31.  Please cut and 

mail in this form with your dues or bring them the next meeting. 

• Annual Dues are $10.00 per year, per person or $15.00 for a family membership.  

• Perhaps it is time to consider a Lifetime Membership at $115.00. 

  

Amount Enclosed: _____________________ Name: _________________________________ 

 

Membership Rates: (check one) Address: _______________________________ 

 

__________$10.00, single – 1 year City: __________________________________ 

  

__________$15.00, family – 1 year State: _________________________________ 

  

__________$115.00 Lifetime Membership Phone: ________________________________ 

  

Is this a E-Mail: ________________________________ 

__________ Renewal or  

__________ New membership?  
 

Please make checks payable to MCGS and mail to: P. O. Box 26, Winterset, IA 50273   
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Bits and Pieces 

2020 Program Topics 

Rather than a program each meeting, the MCGS is 

planning four programs (and a party!) for the 

upcoming year.  They are: 

February 4 – “What’s New at the Madison County 

Recorder’s”  Recorder, Lisa Bolton Smith has 

invited us to look over the Recorder’s new office 

space and re-organized storage for land, birth, 

death, marriage and other records in the Madison 

County Annex.   

May 5 – Delpha Musgrave, State Historical Society 

employee, will discuss her work and the current 

digitization of Iowa newspapers. 

July 7 - A “Show and Tell” meeting for assistance 

with County Fair entries.  You will learn what 

division and class to assign to your entries and how 

to fill out the required 3x5 card of information. 

September 1 – “Using FamilySearch.org” Theresa 

Liewer will once again visit Winterset to provide 

excellent training.  This time her topic will be 

FamilySearch.org and all the tips, tricks, and ways 

it can help us with our family research. 

Plus on December 1, the Society will hold its annual 

Christmas gathering with treats, story-telling, and 

election of the 2021 officers. 

 

Need Help Researching Your Roots? 

If you would like assistance with researching your 

Madison County family history, you can either email 

(preferred) or mail your requests to the Madison 

County Genealogical Society at the addresses listed 

in the next column: 

Our fee is $10 per hour plus copying and postage 

costs. 

 

 

Connecting with MCGS 

We have several ways that you can connect to the 

Madison County Genealogical Society for 

information and assistance.  Feel free to use the 

method that works best for you. 

 

Reach Us by Email 

If you would need to get in touch with us, just 

email us at:  
 madisoncountyiagenealogy@gmail.com 

 

Reach Us by Mail 

Our mailing address is:    
 Madison County Genealogical Society 

 PO Box 26 

 Winterset  IA  50273-0026. 

 

Reach Us by Website  

Please visit our recently redesigned website at: 
 madisoncountyiagenealogy.com 

The homepage contains all you need to know 

about upcoming MCGS meeting sand programs.  

Also, you will find information is there on 

requests for research assistance, County Fair 

information, etc.  Now, past newsletters have 

been added, as you read earlier in this edition. 

 

 

 

And, if You Are a Facebook Follower 

Another way to connect with Madison County 

genealogical tips, suggestions, and family news is 

the Facebook site:  
 Madison County IA Family History 

Currently 160 people follow this site.  All may post 

their triumphs or frustrations and seek input from 

the others. 


