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MADISON COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

PO BOX 26 

WINTERSET IA 50273-0026 

Fourth Quarter Newsletter 2019 

 

MEETING: Our meetings are held the first Tuesday of 

each month in the Winterset Public Library meeting 

room.  We meet at 7:00 pm year-round. 

DUES: Payable January 1 of each year.  $10 per person or 

$15 per family.  Life membership is $115. 

RESEARCH: $10 per hour plus cost of copies and 

postage.  Send inquires to the above address or to our 

email address. 

 

OFFICERS FOR 2019 

PRESIDENT Ken Callison 

VICE PRESIDENT open 

SECRETARY: Linda Smith 

TREASURER: Pat Hochstetler 

CORRESPONDING 

  SECRETARY: 

JoAnne Walker 

Linda Smith 

LIBRARY OBITS: Shirley Keating 

Pat Hochstetler 

DIRECTORS:  2019 Mike Mahan 

2020 Pat Hochstetler 

2021 Ida Morse 

MADISON COUNTY 

IAGenWeb COORDS: 

Kent Transier 

Linda Smith 

NEWSLETTER: JoAnne Walker 

Linda Smith 

EMAIL: 

madisoncountyiagenealogy@gmail.com 

MADISON COUNTY GENEALOGY INFO: 

www.iagenweb.org/madison 

Message from Our President 

Season’s Greetings fellow genie members! 

As I sat down to write this note I had a 

thought which was, “WHAT IF?”    What if my 

father had not been transferred into the U.S. 

Government office in Shenandoah, Page County, 

Iowa?  What if my mother did not work in that 

office?  What if her parents would not have moved 

from a Merrick County, Nebraska farm to Essex, 

Page County, Iowa?    

You know there are a lot of what ifs that 

make up our family history.  Tracing your family 

history is a lot more than plugging into a keyboard 

and using somebody else’s information.   There are 

infinite details to what makes us who we are, other 

than what can be found out quickly using that 

computer keyboard.   

Many of us have gotten to the point in our 

lives where most of the older generation have gone 

on.  They were the family members, who had 

memory banks full of family stories.  Now we are the 

owners of these precious memories.  The stories we 

heard or researched in our lives now need to be 

passed down to the future.  They need to be written 

down as well as told to your loved ones.  These are 

the stories that are not out there in the ‘CLOUD’ of 

electronic information available at the touch of a key.   

Make sure you let your loved ones know 

where this information is and how much work it was 

to record it.  Label it similar to this, IF YOU DON’T 

WANT THIS PASS IT ON, TO SOMEONE WHO 

CARES! (See article on page 5 for advice.) 

For another “WHAT IF?” moment, see page 

4 in this newsletter. 

Until later, 

Ken Callison 

MCGS President 

 

 

 

http://www.iagenweb.org/madison
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Early Madison County Deaths and Probate Records 
By JoAnne Walker, MCGS Member 

Early in Madison County’s history, deaths may or may not have been recorded by the court 

system.  Although Madison County courts would have been expected to process deaths once the 

county was formed in 1849, the State of Iowa didn’t require that deaths be recorded until 1880.  Some 

early settlers died and were likely buried without any sort of paper trail at the county level.  Once 

death records were kept, there was no bypassing the courts.  

Some who died may have written a “Last Will and Testament” to define how they wanted their 

debts paid and their remaining goods and money distributed.  All were subjected to probate. 

So just what is a “probate” and how does it differ from a will?  Probate is a legal process that 

determines how to distribute the property of the deceased.  If a will exists, then probate attempts to 

follow the wishes laid out in the will.  If no will exists and, therefore no directions are given, the 

deceased is said to be “intestate,” which means the laws of the state will govern how the property is 

distributed.    Whether the deceased left a will or died intestate, probate laws are designed to protect 

the rights of heirs and creditors and to assure the orderly identification and transfer of property. The 

probate process includes appointing an executor or administrator, inventorying assets, paying bills and 

taxes, distributing property to heirs, and filing a final account.  Much can be learned about the 

deceased’s life and his family from the paperwork generated by the probate process. 

In January 2003 the Madison County Genealogical Society started a project at the Madison 

County Courthouse to make early Madison County probate records more accessible to the public at the 

Courthouse and online through familysearch.org.  Working with the Madison County Clerk of Court 

and the State Historical Society of Iowa, MCGS volunteers prepared the 2,500 probate files for filming 

by the Genealogical Society of Utah.  

Two walls of the Clerk’s office held rows of metal boxes 

from floor to ceiling stuffed with the probate records dating from 

1851 to 1947.  Tables were set up in the basement and the many 

volunteers began their work of physically taking apart the tightly 

folded, dusty, dirty records. A large jar was needed to hold the 

many staples, straight pins, ribbons and fasteners removed from the 

files.  

 

 

     An index card and archival folder were prepared for every 

deceased person.  Each paper was unfolded to lay flat and placed 

in the accompanying probate folder.  Some estates consisted of a 

few papers and some would fill several file folders.  The usual 

order within the file folder(s) was the Last Will and Testament (if 

there was one), appointment of executor or administrator, 

publication notice from the newspaper, list of heirs and their 

addresses, sale bill and final report, followed by the rest of the 

reports and the various claims for payments and receipts when paid. The file folders were numbered, as 

the probates had been, then went into archival boxes and placed on new shelving, in numerical order.   

As an added benefit, the claims (the bills of those who were owed money) were so interesting 

we photocopied them and placed them in 3-ring notebooks, organized by town, which may be seen at 

the Madison County Historical Museum. The businesses represented and their letterheads show quite a 

history of the county.  If you had an ancestor in business in Madison County, you might like to look 

through these notebooks.   
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The earliest deaths with a probate file were:  

Arnold, Richard J., December 20, 1851  

Brake, Michael, October 26, 1852  

Burton, John M., December 5, 1852  

Farris, Major. May 25, 1852  

Folwell, James, October 6, 1852. He was born February 2, 1815 and died September 20, 1852. He 

married Cerida Cunningham and they are both buried in the Winterset Cemetery. His estate file is 

missing.  

Job Henkle, July 29, 1851. He was born about 1799 in Upshaw County, Virginia and his estate filed July 

29, 1851. He married Nancy Bondurant and he is buried in Union Chapel South Cemetery.  

John Moon estate filed September 13, 1852 and he is buried in the Winterset Cemetery 

James Thornburgh’s estate was filed January 22, 1852. 

Thomas Weekly’s estate was filed August 29, 1851. No grave. 

 

There are several ways to access the probate files of your Madison County ancestor. 

1. Visit the Madison County Clerk of Court office.  Before you go, check our website, 

IAGenWeb.org/madison, under PROBATES. There, find the deceased’s name and probate 

number.  Once at the Clerk of Court Office, ask nicely to go behind the counter to the file 

room.  Ordered box after box of probate files await you.  Find the number you brought with 

you and look over the contents of the file folder.  Staff there will make you copies for 50-cents 

per page. 

2. If visiting the Clerk of Court office is not possible, a member of the MCGS would love to 

assist you.  For contact info and pricing, see page 8 of this newsletter.  

3. Microfilms of probates and a reader are available at the Winterset Public Library.  From the 

reader, you can make 10-cent copies or save the pages you want to a flash (USB) drive. 

4. Familysearch.org - Viewing these online files cannot be done from just any computer.  You 

need to visit a designated Family History Library, such as the Iowa Genealogical Society at 6th 

and Grand Ave, in Des Moines.    

 

But What if There Is No Probate File? 

As mentioned earlier, some early deaths did not go through the court process of probate before 

1880.  You may need another method to find then.  Checking early Madison County deaths in the 

Mortality Censuses from 1850, 1860, 1870, or 1880 may help.  You will find them on the 

IAGenWeb.org/madison/ web site, under CENSUSES.  Mortality censuses lists those who died during the 

year just prior to the census period.  For example, the 1850 Mortality Census lists death starting June 1, 

1849 and ending May 31, 1850.  There we find the following deaths:  

Barnes, unnamed, male, age 1/12, born Iowa, died in 

January from croup 

Brewer, Sarah D., female, age 1, born Iowa died in 

April from inflammation of the brain 

McComb, unnamed, female, age 1/12, born Iowa, died 

in October from cholic  

Cracraft, unnamed, female, age 3/12, born Iowa died in 

September from chills 

Brinson, unnamed, male age 1/12, born Iowa, died in 

February from unknown causes  

Steward, George, male, age 1/12, born Iowa, died in 

July from unknown causes 

Brewer, Stephen A., Male, age 5 born Missouri, died 

in November from a cold 

Esley, Elmira, female, age 1, born Missouri, died in 

October from unknown causes 

Brewer, Isabel, female, age 1, born Missouri, died in 

September from chills and croup 
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Another “WHAT IF” 
By Ken Callison, MCGS President 

In another what if moment, I have been thinking about what was going on 400 years ago in my 

family and at least 10% of American families.  At this time, we frequently think back our centuries ago 

when a group of British families were living in exile in the Netherlands.  They had moved there in order 

to practice their faith separate from the mandatory Anglican faith of the British Empire.  Some had 

returned to England to prepare for a journey and an adventure in the New World - to set up a colony of 

believers.  They were making plans, recruiting investors, purchasing supplies, recruiting more individuals 

who wanted a chance at changing their lives and profiting from the journey.   

Meanwhile back in Holland, the families left there 

were doing the same things to prepare for the reunion with 

the ones in England and the trip to America.  All this was 

being done 399 years ago and planning had been going on for 

many years prior.  You have probably already guessed that 

this group of Forefathers (and mothers) is what is commonly 

referred to as the PILGRIMS of the Mayflower. 

What if they had not made every single decision they 

made?  Where would I be?  What would I be?  We will never 

know but I would not even know this small tidbit about my 

family had not somebody recorded it.   

For the last 15 years, I have been fortunate to have been involved in the national Mayflower 

Society (The General Society of Mayflower Descendants) planning for the 400-year anniversary of arrival 

of its ship and passengers in America in 1620 AD.   This is very special to me as a descendant but more 

especially as an American.  Be it a quirk of fate or a part of God’s plan, it is part of my makeup just as 

your ancestor’s history is to you.  

Being a Mayflower Descendant is very important to me, but all of you have a rich history in your 

family tree that needs to be told and it is just as important and impressive as mine is to me.  We cannot 

take honor or credit or glory for our forefather’s accomplishments, but we can honor them for their 

achievements.  Please record your history and be sure to pass it on to someone who cares! 

 

New Madison County Courthouse Annex 
Madison County purchased the 

former Union State Bank building at 

the northwest corner of Court and 

Second Avenue (south of the 

Winterset Post Office).  It has been 

remodeled and in June the offices of 

the Recorder, Treasurer, Assessor and 

Planning & Zoning moved to what is 

called the Madison County Annex.   

For genealogists, you will want to note that records pertaining to land purchases, births, marriages, 

deaths, etc. moved with the Recorder to the new office.  The records and workspace are well-organized. 

Our November 5 program will be hosted by Recorder Lisa Bolton Smith in the Madison County 

Annex so that members and the public can see the new space and learn how to access County records. 
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What Will Become of Your Genealogical Research? 

There comes a time for all family historians to pass on their work. Our dream is to pass it onto 

someone who will appreciate the gathered information and understand every note on every scrap of paper 

we’ve ever scribbled.  Our nightmare is that all our work will be tossed in the dumpster by unknowing or 

uncaring descendants.  Which of those becomes a reality – the dream or the nightmare – is largely up to 

us and our preparation.  Here are some actions you can take now to assure that your work is available to 

others. 

1. Give Your Work Some Sense of Organization 

The piles that makes sense to you as you frequently work with your information will NOT make sense 

to those who follow you.  Whatever method you choose that works for you, it is best to keep families 

together.  You can use 3-ring notebooks, file folders, plastic tubs, computer software, etc.  You could 

even designate empty dresser drawers to hold papers, letters, research, etc. with one surname per 

drawer.   

2. Determine if a Family Member is Interested 

Many people become interested in their genealogy as they age.  Those family members whose eyes 

have glazed over for decades as you told family stories and of your chase to find them, may naturally 

start to show interest.  The BEST solution is to find a family member or members that will take some 

or all of your collected works and continue the search.  If you can identify these persons, then you can 

explain what you have, how it’s organized, and work toward a system that will assist with the 

transition. 

3. Find a Repository for Your Work 

This could be where you live, where your ancestors lived, or at a regional/national repository.  Your 

work may be a perfect fit for another county or state in a library, museum, or genealogical society 

where descendants are looking for just what you can provide.  Talk to the librarians and directors 

where you are considering donating your work. They will need to know the time period, the places 

represented, and the quantity of materials.   

Repositories require more organized materials than a family member.  The information you donate 

needs to tell the story from one page to another.  Don’t take it personally if they decline your gift. 

Their ability to store materials is limited, accessibility and readability are essential, and they just can’t 

take all of them.   

Here in Madison County, consideration is given to collections that have a direct connection with 

Madison County residents.  Our county libraries and the Madison County Historical Museum work 

together to process and hold Madison County-related genealogical collections, carefully considering 

the best place to store them for public access.  The directors of the various organizations work 

together and can advise you on the best location for your family history items.  In general, local 

libraries are the place for book-like items: papers bound in report folios, 3-ring notebooks, family 

history books.  Loose family papers/photos and 3-dimensional objects (family bibles) are best suited 

for the Historical Museum.   

Here are two recent examples of how these groups have processed genealogy collections: 

• The only child of a deceased former Madison County resident sent 14 boxes of loose notes, 

books, and trinkets back to Madison County, saying there was no family interest and the items 

were not to be returned.  After evaluating the boxes, the few Madison County souvenirs were 

donated to the Historical Museum and three boxes of family history books from other states 

were donated to the Iowa Genealogical Society.  Of the loose files and papers, those 

associated with the family while in Madison County were kept and a volunteer will organize 

them into a 3-ring family notebook.  But the bulk of scattered notes were of no use, as it 

would be a herculean task to organize them for a family known to have no interest. 
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• A recently deceased woman, born in St. Charles, had an extensive genealogy collection that 

included many other families in that part of Madison County.  Her husband searched her 

many genealogy contacts attempting to find a family member who would be interested in the 

35-plus 3-ring binders.  With no takers, he brought her life-long work to the Madison County 

Historical Museum for evaluation by a volunteer.  The notebooks were extremely well-

organized by family and the research was summarized and organized so that the flow across 

the many notebooks could be followed.  After discussions among the Museum, the husband, 

and the St. Charles Library, the notebooks will be available in the St. Charles Library so they 

can be used for family research. 

4. Make Your Wishes Known 

Often our genealogical research is passed on after we have passed on.  Be sure to let people know 

what actions should be taken, whether through your will, written instructions, or by telling family 

member.  If you use a computer program, make sure that instructions include the needed computer 

passwords.  An unknown plan won’t have a chance to be followed. 

Are you concerned what will happen to your genealogical records? Feel free to contact the 

Madison County Genealogical Society, one of our libraries, or the Madison County Historical Museum to 

begin a discussion.  Each of these groups is interested in helping you preserve your work for the benefit of 

others.  

 

2019 Preservation Award 
Linda Griffith Smith, MCGS member, was the recipient of the 2019 

Preservation Award, presented by the Madison County Antique Association at the 

2019 Madison County Covered Bridge Festival.  She has been active in many local 

historic and preservation organizations, including the Madison County Historic 

Preservation Commission, the Madison County Historical Society, the Madison 

County Genealogical Society, and the Madison County Civil War 150 Committee. 

 
 - - - - - - -  - - - - - - -  - - - - - - -  - - - - - - -  - - - - - - -  - - - - - - -  - - - - - - -  - - - - - 

Membership Information 

The Madison County Genealogical Society “year” runs from January 1 through December 31.  Please cut 

and mail in this form with your dues or bring them to the January meeting. 

• Annual Dues are $10.00 per year, per person or $15.00 for a family membership.  

• Perhaps it is time to consider a Lifetime Membership at $115.00. 

Amount Enclosed: _____________________ Name: _________________________________ 

Membership Rates: (check one) Address: _______________________________ 

__________$10.00, single – 1 year City: __________________________________ 

__________$15.00, family – 1 year State: _________________________________ 

__________$115.00 Lifetime Membership Phone: ________________________________ 

Is this a E-Mail: ________________________________ 

__________ Renewal or  

__________ New membership?  

 

Please make checks payable to MCGS and mail to: P. O. Box 26, Winterset, IA 50273-  
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Bits and Pieces 

Save These Dates 

The Madison County Genealogical Society meets the 

first Tuesday of each month at the Winterset Public 

Library, unless noted otherwise, at 7:00 pm. 

November 5 – Madison County Recorder’s Office - 

Recorder, Lisa Bolton Smith has invited us to look 

over the Recorder’s new office space and updated 

storage for land, birth, death, marriage and other 

records in the Madison County Annex. 

December 3 –The Society’s annual Christmas party 

will be held with treats, story-telling, and election 

of officers for the next year. 

2020 - Planning is underway for our 2020 programs.  

Theresa Liewer, IGS instructor, will be visiting in 

the spring to help us better access familysearch.org.  

Her October, 2019 program had to be rescheduled 

due to severe weather.  Delpha Musgrave, Historic 

Preservation Specialist of the Iowa Department of 

Cultural Affairs, has promised to come tell us about 

newspaper projects on the state level. 

We welcome your suggestions.  Please bring them up 

at a meeting or contact us by email or post. 

 

Contacting MCGS 

If you have a questions or suggestions for the 

MCGS, there are several ways to contact us: 

• Email your request to our email address: 
  madisoncountyiagenealogy@gmail.com 

• Use the Contact Us form on our website:  
  madisoncountyiagenealogy.com 

• Mail your requests to the  

  Madison County Genealogical Society 
  PO Box 26, Winterset Iowa 50273-0026. 

If you would like us to research your Madison 

County roots, our fee is $10 per hour plus copying 

and postage costs.  To get started, use one of the 

methods above. 

 

Researching at the Madison County 

Historical Complex  

Although tours are finished for the season, 

you may use the Museum’s Resource Center while 

the Complex is closed through April.  It would be 

best to call ahead and arrange a time so that staff is 

expecting you and not working away from the office 

area.  Their number is 515-462-2134. 

 

 

Local Family Histories at Your Fingertips 

Have you looked for your family’s 

history in the over 150 histories available at the 

Winterset Public Library?  You will find 3-ring 

notebooks on the book shelves and folders in the 

file drawers, both in the Genealogy section.  If 

you have Madison County roots, it is likely you 

will find some of them your “leaves” in the 

leaves of these books and booklets. 

 

 

New Family History at Winterset Library 

 “The History and Genealogy of the Nathan 

P. Goff Family”: is the latest family history 

donated to the Winterset Public Library.  Leonard 

Gutshall of West Des Moines dropped it off in 

April.  It is very well-done with a foreword, many 

family pictures, written history, and descendant 

information by family.   

 

New Marriage Records added to Madison 
County’s IAGenWeb.org Webpage 

year, marriage and death records from 100 years ago 

are added to IAGenWeb.org/madison/ 

The 1919 death records, transcribed from official 

records in the Madison County Recorder’s office, 

were placed on the website last spring.  To find 

them, click the DEATH RECORDS INDEX link on 

the left side of the home page.  The 1919 records are 

interspersed alphabetically with all other death 

records. 

In September, the 1919 marriage records were 

placed on the website, under the MARRIAGE 

RECORDS link on the left side of the home page.  

These are also interspersed alphabetically with all 

other marriage records. 

It is wise to check back to the Madison County 

website often to see what has been added.  The 

WHAT’S NEW section in the middle of the 

homepage will tell you what additions to check out. 

 

mailto:madisoncountyiagenealogy@gmail.com
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