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MADISON COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

PO BOX 26 

WINTERSET IA 50273-0026 

Fourth Quarter Newsletter 2018 

 

MEETING: Our meetings are held the first Tuesday of 

each month in the Winterset Public Library meeting 

room.  We meet at 7:00 pm year round. 

DUES: Payable January 1 of each year.  $10 per person 

or $15 per family.  Life membership is $115. 

RESEARCH: $10 per hour plus cost of copies and 

postage.  Send inquires to the above address or to 

our email address. 

OFFICERS FOR 2018 

PRESIDENT Ken Callison 

VICE PRESIDENT Cheryl Gray 

SECRETARY: Linda Smith 

TREASURER: Pat Hochstetler 

CORRESPONDING 

     SECRETARY: 

JoAnne Walker 

Cheryl Gray 

LIBRARY OBITS: Shirley Keating 

Pat Hochstetler 

DIRECTORS:  2018 Ida Morse 

2019 Mike Mahan 

2020 Pat Hochstetler 

NEWSLETTER: JoAnne Walker 

Linda Smith 

MCGS EMAIL:       

               madisoncountyiagenealogy@gmail.com 

MADISON COUNTY GENEALOGY INFO: 

                                 www.iagenweb.org/madison 

 
 

Message from Our President 

Technology often requires change.  The 

MCGS has been affected in a couple of ways and 

we are making the needed adjustments so that we 

can better communicate with our members and the 

public.  

First, our society website, formerly at 

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~iamadcgs/, 

has not been available for nearly a year.  It was 

hosted for free by Rootsweb for many years, but 

Rootsweb was purchased by ancestry.com in 

2017.  That’s when our website became 

inaccessible.  After requesting its reinstatement 

with no action by ancestry.com, we’ve begun 

looking for another solution.  When we have one, 

we will let you know. 

The second change is to simplify our 

email address.  We want to update the address and 

eliminate the underscore characters since they 

often cause confusion (Is it a dash? A blank?)   

So, here is our new email address and you can 

type it with or without capital letters: 

MadisonCountyIAGenealogy@gmail.com 

 

On another note, this is my last letter as 

the MCGS 2018 president.  We welcome more of 

you to become actively involved.  The nominating 

committee may be asking for you to do just that.  

Our tasks are easy and contribute to the important 

responsibility of preserving family history in 

Madison County.  We hope you will consider 

becoming an Officer or Director for 2019. 

Our election of officers is part of our 

December meeting along with snacks and a good 

time telling some of our family finds from the past 

year.  It’s always a good conversation so don’t 

miss it. 

Until later, 

Ken Callison 

MCGS President 
 

Genealogy is all about 

chasing your own tale. 

http://www.iagenweb.org/madison
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First Baptist Church,  
destroyed by fire in 1992 

 

George Washington Carver in Winterset 
George Washington Carver was the central character of the “Dream Big Dreams” theme of the recent 49th annual 

Madison County Covered Bridge Festival.  It is 130 years since he came in Winterset.  Although many stories exist, 

the available facts were revisited by the Madison County Historical Society using local records, historic newspapers, 

Iowa State University Archives, and Carver’s autobiographies.  Here is the story that the facts support. 

 
Early Years: Civil War to 1888 

George Washington Carver was born into 

slavery at the end of the Civil War and was 

separated from his mother while yet an infant.  He 

was raised with kindness by the Carver family and 

developed a love of nature and plants while living 

near Diamond, Missouri.  Suffering from various 

respiratory illnesses, his voice was left permanently 

high pitched and his assigned work was often light, 

including household duties such as washing, 

cooking, and gardening.   

In his pre-teen years, he moved from place 

to place in Missouri and Kansas where several 

individuals provided positive and profound 

influences on Carver’s life.  Through their 

benevolence, he attended school and received his 

high school diploma. Rejected from college due to 

his race and finding farming on the dry, windy 

plains difficult, he turned east to look for 

opportunity. 

 

Winterset Years: 1888 to 1890 

While in his mid-20s, Carver’s journey led 

him to Winterset, Iowa where he took a job as 

the head cook in the Shults Hotel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After the position of cook was given to the 

Shults’ son, Carver started a laundry in his shack 

where he lived near the Winterset Cemetery.  He 

was particularly known for laundering men’s 

detached collars and cuffs to a bright white.  At 

the edge of town, he could walk through the 

woods and add to his collection of plant 

specimens. 

Carver, a deeply 

religious man, attended the 

First Baptist Church during 

his first week in Winterset. 

His fine, high tenor voice 

caught the attention of the 

choir leader, Mrs. Helen 

Milholland.  She sent her 

husband, Dr. John 

Milholland, to the Shults hotel the next day to 

ask Carver to visit them in their home.   

The Millhollands were well-educated and cultured: 

versed in art, music, and gardening.  Carver found that 

he and the Milhollands had much in common and he 

spent many hours in their home, which still exists in 

Winterset, pursuing their mutual interests.   

Mrs. Milholland and Carver struck a mutual 

agreement: Carver would instruct her in painting and 

she would teach him the piano.  Their greenhouse 

provided him with pursuits he loved. 

At the Milhollands’ insistence to continue his 

education, Carver overcame his discouragement at his 

earlier rejection at a Kansas college.  He enrolled on 

September 9, 1890 at Simpson College in Indianola, 25 

miles from Winterset. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carver’s deep friendship and correspondence 

with Dr. and Mrs. Milholland continued until 

Helen’s death in 1935.  In a 1901 letter, from 

Carver to Mrs. Milholland, he described their 

special influence on his life: 

The Shults Hotel, site of current Fire Dept. Station 

The Milhollands: James, Edna, Ida, and Helen 



3 

Carver National Monument, 
Diamond, Missouri  

Iowa State, 1894 graduate 

“I think of you often and shall never forget 

what you were to my life, how much real help 

and inspiration you gave me.  You, of course, 

will never know how much you [have] done 

for [me]… drifting here and there as a ship 

without a rudder.  You helped to start me 
aright and what the Lord has in his kindness 

and wisdom permitted me to accomplish is due 

to a very great measure to your real genuine 

Christian spirits.  How I wish the world was 

full of such people.”  

Mrs. Millholand’s friend, Thankful Robbins, 

was a farm wife and herbalist who was also a 

positive influence.  Carver 

often explored the areas 

south of his home to the 

Middle River valley, 

collecting samples from 

nature.  Robbins’ son once 

found him there with an 

aching throat and chest.  He 

took Carver to the Robbins’ 

home.  Mrs. Robbins nursed him back to health, 

shared her knowledge of plants, and expanded his 

interest in using plants as remedies.  She also 

provided him with milk and eggs from their farm. 

 

After Madison County: Educated and Educating  

After his nearly two years in Madison County, 

Carver attended Simpson College for one year.  His 

art teacher, Etta Budd, came to appreciate Carver’s 

artistic and other talents.  She encouraged him to 

enroll at Iowa State College (now University) where 

her father was a Horticulture professor. 

At Iowa State College,  he was mentored by 

James F. (“Tama Jim”) Wilson, future United States 

Agricultural Secretary 

(1897 to 1913), began a 

life-long 

correspondence with 

Dr. Louis Pammel, for 

whom Madison 

County’s Pammel Park 

is named, and 

befriended a young boy 

named Henry A. 

Wallace, future Vice-

President of the United 

States (1941-1945).   

 

After receiving his Master’s Degree in 1896, 

Carver was recruited to the staff at Tuskegee College 

(now University) in Alabama.  There he taught 

others of his race new methods of farming to 

reinvigorate the soil and diversify their income.  To 

create markets for the newly introduced crops of 

peanuts and sweet potatoes, he invented more than 

300 uses for peanuts and over 100 for sweet 

potatoes.  

Upon his death in 1943, 

the National Park Service 

established the George 

Washington Carver National 

Monument in Diamond, 

Missouri – the first such 

distinction for his race.  A 

National Park Service 

respresentative attended the 

recent Covered Bridge Festival 

in Carver’s honor.  

Carver  corresponded with Madison County 

Historical Society President , Herman Mueller, 

beginning in the 1920s.  These 50+ letter, many 

hand-written by Carver, are preserved at the 

Historical Museum and contain Carver’s memories 

of his experiences in Winterset.  

 

Carver Memorial Park 

 

Carver’s time in Winterset is remembered 

with a quiet and inviting park next to the site of the 

former Shults hotel.  Located one block east of the 

Courthouse on Court Avenue, Carver Park was 

established in 1988.   

The “Dream Big Dreams” mural, created by 

Madison County children, was installed in 2014 to 

enhance the peaceful atmosphere among the 

plantings. 

Did you have family in and around Winterset 

in 1888 to 1890 that might have seen Carver as a 

young man?  Did they attend church with him? 
 

Thankful Robbins at 100 
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Oh, the Truth Hurts! 

 
From knowyourmeme.com/photos/253832-what-people-think-i-do-what-i-really-do 

 

Now Compare that to: 
Texas A&M University’s Library defines a genealogist a bit more formally.  Which best describes you?  

“Genealogists create a foundation for documentary research, which involves examining and evaluating 

historical records for evidence about ancestors and other relatives, their kinship ties, and the events that 

occurred in their lives. As a rule, genealogists begin with the present and work backward in time. Historical, 

social, and family context is essential to achieving correct identification of individuals and relationships. 

Source citation is also important when conducting genealogical research.” 
http://tamu.libguides.com/c.php?g=433532 

 

From Blue to a Gold Star – WWI Story of Winterset and Lt. Green 
Winterset and Madison County were rocked by the news of a World War I gas 

and artillery attack in May 1918 that had a deadly effect on local young men 

stationed “somewhere in France.”  The soldiers were part of Company A of the 

168th Infantry of the famed Rainbow Division that repeatedly fought in many of 

WW I’s most ferocious battles. 

Chris Green, the grandson of Lt. Clarence Green who was one of those soldiers, 

has written an account of Winterset during WWI and how Madison County’s young 

men entered the war.  Covering the tragic events of May 27, 1918, he then describes 

the reaction and actions of those left grieving on the home front.  What they created 

is still an integral part of the Winterset Cemetery today and evidenced in the name of the Green-Rogers 

American Legion Post 184. 

Copies are available for purchase at the Madison County Historical Complex (515-462-2134) for $10 

each .  Two copies are also available for checkout at the Winterset Public Library.   

Courtesy of Drone Guy, Todd Scott 
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DNA Tests – What Are the Differences Between Them? 
On August 11, Winterset alum and DNA enthusiast Glenn York provided a Genetic Genealogy class in 

Winterset.  The day was filled with detailed information that helped clarify DNA testing and interpreting the results.  

Glenn has graciously let us reproduce the first page of his multi-page handout that gives details to help you choose 

which DNA test to purchase and what data it will provide.  Many thanks to Glenn for the class and the reprint. 
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WWI Armistice Day – 100th Year Anniversary 

On the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month in 

1918, a truce agreement was signed between the Allies Forces and  Germany 

for the cessation of hostilities on the Western Front of World War I.  

Originally known as Armistice Day, this remembrance is now part of our 

national holiday of Veterans Day.  The Treaty of Versailles, that officially 

ended the war, was signed in June, 1919.  

News of the pending armistice was written up in Madison County 

newspapers leading up to its signing.  Once that took place on November 11, 

the news traveled across the United States quickly by telegraph.  The relief felt 

by the citizens was soon followed by celebrations.  Here are excerpts from 

newspaper accounts at that time. 

“The first word of the armistice being signed was received at 4:00 am 

by Miss Clark.  At daylight people began to celebrate.  At eight o-clock a meeting of representative citizens was 

called to organize for a celebration.  Promptly at 2 p.m. with a gracious smile upon his face. Marshal Peters gave 

the command and the Liberty parade moved east on Court Avenue.  The procession was led by the fire company, 

the Winterset band, the ladies’ band.  Then came the representatives of the American Red Cross with the 

ambulance service.  This group of women, and mother groups [who] were even more zealous in their work, were 

led by Willard Green [age 6. See article on his father, Clarence Green, on page 4] who wore upon his head a 

trench cap with the numerals 168th and waved in his hand the red, white and blue symbol that in the years to come 

will mean so much to him.” 

“The Liberty program was held on the north side of the court house.  The north portico had been well 

decorated.  Grouped upon the platform were members of the Winterset bands, the Orpheus Club and the speakers.  

No audience ever sang with more zest “The Star Spangled Banner,” than this sturdy group of Madison’s citizens.  

Never in all of our history did the flag ever seem so beautiful as it did this wonderful November afternoon.  The 

Orpheus Club sang “When You Come Back,” “Lad in Khaki,” and “Keep the Home Fires Burning,” and as they 

swung into “America” the audience joined and while tears of joy rolled down their cheeks, they chanted the 

prayer of every friend of the 700 Madison county boys in service.” 

“Many people remained in town for the evening.  The bonfire people had a splendid assortment of 

flammable material on hand and as the hour approached it seemed as if all of Madison county had gathered 

around the Benge lots.  As the fire died down some of the staid matrons of the town organized a jazz band and led 

a noisy parade through the square. Confetti, noise, good natured fun ruled for a time until the crowd, exhausted by 

the excitement of the day, slowly melted away.” 

“It was a perfect Iowa autumn day.  There have been few upon which the sun shone so splendidly and 

never upon a happier crowd of people and there seems as if there can be none better ‘Till Johnny comes Marching 

Home.’” Winterset Madisonian, November 13, 1918, page 1 

“On Monday night of the peace celebration, someone started a movement to hold a barbecue. Thursday 

[November 14] was decided upon as the day to roast the fatted ox.  The barbeque and patriotic program were held 

at the Chautauqua pavilion, where one of the greatest crowds ever on the Chautauqua grounds were assembled to 

participate in the program.  Four choice yearling beeves were roasted.  The greater part of the cooking was done 

on the grounds in sorghum vats over pits dug from the fire.  Coffee was made and the meat was served between 

slices of bread.  640 loaves of bread were used, cutting eight sandwiches to the loaf and this indicates that 5120 

persons ate at the barbeque.  The beef gave out and 40 pounds of weinies were cooked and then the supply of food 

ran gave out with hungry people still waiting for food.  The crowd was enormous, the meat was delicious and 

every one had a neighborly time.   The Winterset band entertained… the Orpheus club sang… The Misses Travis 

of East Peru, gave pleasure with a vocal duet… Hon. W. H. Berry of Indianola was the speaker of the day…. a 

pavement dance would be held on the square that evening.  E.K. Cole made a stirring appeal to each one to help 

the boys in this trying time, when the excitement of battle is over and inaction brings unrest.” 

 Winterset Madisonian, November 20, 1918, page 1 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Allies_of_World_War_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/German_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Front_of_World_War_I
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1954 Essays on Citizenship 

The following essays were in the Winterset Madisonian on June 2, 1954.  Citizenship was something that our 

ancestors were seeking when they arrived on the shores of the United States.  Had its definition changed by 1954?  

Has it changed today? 

 
SPEAKING OF CITIZENSHIP 

The Parent-Teacher Association of the Winterset Public 

schools conducted a theme writing contest on the 

subject of “Citizenship” in the seventh and eighth 

grades this spring.  A winner was selected in each grade.  

Their themes follow: 

 

WHAT IS A GOOD CITIZEN 

by Phillip Ridout, Seventh Grade 

What is a citizen? That is a good question.  

Very few people can answer it.  According to Webster, 

a citizen is “A person who owes allegiance to the 

government and who is entitled to protection from it.” 

Even further, what is good citizen Here are a few points 

leading toward good citizenship. 

Voting is important.  Many people do not 

realize what it is not to be able to vote.  Many think, 

“What good would my one vote do anyway?” They 

should realize what would happen if everyone thought 

the same as they and no one went to the polls.  More 

than one president has been elected by just one vote. 

Paying taxes is a major duty of every good 

citizen.  Taxes help pay for defense, the wages of our 

leaders, the wages of the men in the armed forces, and 

the running of our country in many ways. 

Loyalty to one’s country is part of good 

citizenship.  If one is loyal to his country and loves it he 

will take care of it and its resources, and be ready to 

fight for it, if necessary. 

Knowledge of what is happening in the world 

is another factor.  There are many ways in which to get 

knowledge of one’s country. Some are to read the 

newspaper, something besides the funnies ,to listen to 

the radio, and to watch TV. 

However, one shouldn’t get the idea that by 

obeying these few rules he is automatically a good 

citizen.  He has to help his country every way he can, 

and I have mentioned only four major ones. 

 

GODDESS OF LIBERTY 

by JoAnne Snyder, Eighth Grade (and MCGS member!) 

People from all over the world coming into 

New York City see me standing here in the harbor.  I 

have been standing here since 1886.  Now for almost 

sixty-eight years I have seen the booms, depressions, 

wars, fears, happiness and sadness of this great land of 

America. I have watched great presidents come and go. 

For ages America has stood for freedom.  

Immigrants pour into America every day seeking for things 

the natural born citizens take for granted, namely: freedom

of speech, press and of worship.  Here, they can get ahead.  

They don’t have to lowly servants or peasants all their lives.  

They may rise up to a high station or even become 

government officials. 

I’m proud to be standing here to welcome them.  I 

am the Goddess of Liberty, holding my torch to show the 

ways of those seeking the shares of a free country.  Won’t 

you help me welcome them?  Their race or color doesn’t 

matter for, after all, most of you are descendants of German, 

French, Spanish or some other nationality. 

Photo from Library of Congress free archive 

Have you ever stopped to think what it means to live 

in America?  I imagine most of you have never thought 

seriously about it before.  All you can think of is perhaps, 

your weekly paycheck, or the new hat or car you hope to 

soon possess.  We should be thankful our children can go to 

school and learn to become righteous citizens of the United 

states.  In some countries, children aren’t allowed to go to 

school for fear they may get ideas of freedom, or, if they go, 

their minds may be filled by a dictations with words of hate 

for this county.  An example would be Russia where the basis 

of educational system is Communism.  Here in my county, 

you may go to any church you wish: Methodist, Catholic, 

Baptist or any other.  In many countries you would have no 

choice but to go to the church your ruler designated.  There 

you wouldn’t hear a thing except censored sermons.  Here 

you may speak out against a law of government if you don’t 

like it and nothing will happen to you.  Elsewhere you might 

find yourself in prison.  Many people don’t realize how lucky 

they are.  It is later than you think – become aware of this 

fact now for some day it may be too late. 

I have seen this country fight for itself and other 

nations.  I have seen our men and boys travel over the ocean 

to help our neighbors there win freedom.  We are fighting, 

always fighting for freedom.  Let us hope and pray our 

country will always be free and eventually at peace.  Let us 

keep the door of freedom open for our neighbors and 

friends across the ocean.   
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Bits and Pieces 

Save These Dates 

Upcoming monthly meeting dates to remember: 

November 6 – Jared McDonald, Director of the 

Madison County Historical Museum, will present a 

program on “Finding Farmland History.”  It will 

include online historic images of farmsteads and 

lands that go back to 1930.  You can learn much 

about your family’s farm history and see places that 

you may have only heard about from older family 

members. 

December 4 – The Society’s annual Christmas party 

will be held with treats (bring a snack, if you’d 

like), story-telling, and election of officers for the 

coming year. 

January 8 – Due to January 1st falling on our usual 

meeting night, the MCGS meeting will be held the 

following Tuesday, January 8.  Our program will 

be a review of the 2018 work done at Farris 

Cemetery by Molly Clause, Madison County 

Historic Preservation Commissioner. 

Attention Mayflower Descendants 

The Iowa chapter of the Mayflower Society  

has a new web site. Take a look at  

iowamayflower.org / 

4th Annual Iowa History Camp – November 10 

    State Historical Museum, 611 Grand, Des Moines 

 

If you have a passion for history, History Camp is 

for you. It’s a unique opportunity to spend a day 

with others from all walks of life who have a 

passion for history, from authors, teachers, 

genealogists, and students, to park rangers, 

museum volunteers, librarians, and individuals 

from other professions and backgrounds.  

Visit historycamp.org/iowa to see the line-up of 

classes and to register.  

For less than $25 you spend a day immersed in 

Iowa History with a provided lunch. 

 

 - - - - - - -  - - - - - - -  - - - - - - -  - - - - - - -  - - - - - - -  - - - - - - -  - - - - - - -  - - - - - 

 

Membership Information 

The Madison County Genealogical Society “year” runs from January 1 through December 31.  Please cut 

and mail in this form with your dues or bring them to the January meeting. 

• Annual Dues are $10.00 per year, per person or $15.00 for a family membership.  

• Perhaps it is time to consider a Lifetime Membership at $115.00. 

Amount Enclosed: _____________________ Name: _________________________________ 

Membership Rates: (check one) Address: _______________________________ 

__________$10.00, single – 1 year City: __________________________________ 

__________$15.00, family – 1 year State: _________________________________ 

__________$115.00 Lifetime Membership Phone: ________________________________ 

Is this a E-Mail: ________________________________ 

__________ Renewal or  

__________ New membership?  

 

Please make checks payable to MCGS and mail to: P. O. Box 26, Winterset, IA 50273-0026 

http://historycamp.org/iowa

