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MEETING: Our meetings are held the first Tuesday of 

each month in the Winterset Public Library meeting 

room.  We meet at 7:00 pm year round. 

DUES: Payable January 1 of each year.  $10 per person or 

$15 per family.  Life membership is $115. 

RESEARCH: $10 per hour plus cost of copies and 

postage.  Send inquires to the above address. 
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JoAnne Walker 

Cheryl Gray 
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DIRECTORS:  2018 Ida Morse 

2019 Mike Mahan 

2020 Pat Hochstetler 

MADISON COUNTY 

WEBSITE COORDS: 

Kent Transier 

Linda Smith 

NEWSLETTER: Linda Smith 

JoAnne Walker 

MCGS EMAIL: madison_ia_gen_soc@yahoo.com 

MCGS WEBSITE: (Rootsweb is currently unavailable) 

 http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~iamadcgs/ 

MADISON COUNTY GENEALOGY INFO:

 www.iagenweb.org/madison 

Message from Our President 

Boy, is Spring really here or are we in for 

another shock?  I for one will take any warm 

days even if temporary!    

Well, how many of us got all the 

genealogy work done this Winter that we had 

planned?  You know you can still spend time in a 

library in good weather. See the article that 

describes local research sites you may want to 

visit this summer. At least it is a lot more 

enjoyable going and coming. 

Have you ever thought about the many 

coincidences that you may have found in your 

research work?  I have had many.  Years ago I 

was researching in the Old State Historical 

Building in Des Moines. Those of you who also 

did, will remember the long narrow tables where 

several people sat, some right across from you.  

One day I happened to look across the table (bad 

habit) at the work being done by a man and wife 

and saw the name Macumber.  Oh, that was my 

Grandmothers family and when I asked I found a 

new cousin.  Even more amazing the very same 

thing occurred in the Allen County Library in 

Fort Wayne, Indiana.  Found another Macumber 

cousin.  Then there was the time I stopped in 

Covington, Indiana doing Callison research on a 

brother of my Great Great Grandfather.  On my 

way into town I drove by the cemetery.  When I 

pulled into the driveway not knowing where to 

start, I looked at the first stone and it was his 

wife’s.  I then went to the City Library seeking 

some information and was asked what family, I 

was doing research on, only to find out the 

librarian was a Callison. 

Finally (not really, I have got about 999 

more) I guess what I am saying in a long winded 

way is to be aware of your surroundings and be 

prepared for the coincidences. 
God bless! 

Ken Callison 

MCGS President 

  

Quiz Questions: Madison County has nearly 

30,000 gravestone photos posted on 

iowagravestones.org.   

    ?  Which letter has the most entries?   

    ?  Which has the least, after X, Q, and Z?  

See the page 8 for the answers. 
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Genealogy Exhibit at Madison County Fair   --    July 18-24, 2018 
Once again this year, the 

Madison County Genealogical 

Society will host a Genealogy 

Exhibit at the Madison County Fair.  

Over 90 categories are available for 

adults and youth to submit entries.  

This exhibition is free and open to 

the public - anyone visiting the fair 

can view the entries in the air-

conditioned Jackson Building.   

You don’t have to be a MCGS member or Madison County resident to enter, but your entries should have 

a connection to Madison County.  Entries can be made in one of five divisions: 

1. Records, Legal Papers, and Documents (originals or reproductions) 

2. Books and Stories    4.  Heirlooms and Artifacts 

3. Pictures      5.  Funeral and Cemetery Items 

There is a 50¢ fee for each Adult entry and no fee for Youths (up to age 12) or Juniors (ages 13-17).  

Entries are accepted both on Tuesday evening and Wednesday morning, July 17 and 18.  All items are judged 

by an individual from outside Madison County who awards blue, red, or white ribbons with accompanying 

premiums of $2.00, $1.50, and $1.00, respectively, in each category.  Youths and Juniors are judged separately 

from adults. 

If you would like a copy of the rules, categories, and entry information, email us at: 
madison_ia_gen_soc@yahoo.com 

If you would like some help or advice about your County Fair entry, plan on attending our July 3 meeting.  

Members and guests will share what they plan to bring to the fair and the group will discuss how to document 

your entries.  

 

Madison County Records Grow at IaGenWeb.org 
Have you checked out your family on iagentweb.org/madison/ lately?  New records, of recent 

events as well as past events, are constantly being added.  Web Coordinator Kent Transier is 

relentless at adding accurate information, a portion of which is provided by MCGS members and 

others.  Here is a glimpse of recent additions: 

❖ In the period from Oct 2017 thru Mar 2018, 702 new obituaries were posted and alternate 

obituaries were added to about 175 already on line.  

❖ As of March 31, new birth records added in this period number 1300.  In addition, the newly 

released complete set of Madison County births for calendar year 1917, comprised of 319 

records, has been posted to our birth pages.   

❖ Madison County marriage records for calendar year 1916 - 219 new records - were posted late 

last year. 

❖ Iowa State Birth Records (1904-06, 430 records) and Iowa Delayed Certificates of Birth 

(IDCB, 4308 records) have been released.  Kent Transier is posting them alphabetically with 

letters A through V completed. 

❖ The Madison County Family Tree currently includes 92,773 names of those who were born, 

lived, married, and/or died in Madison County. Due to technical issues with Rootsweb, owned 

by Ancestry.com, updates have not been allowed since December, 2017. 

  

mailto:madison_ia_gen_soc@yahoo.com
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Quilts of Valor  
Jeri Beem, State Coordinator for Iowa, provided this 

information about the quilts of Valor organization.   

Winterset is the National Headquarters for the 

Quilts of Valor Foundation which began in 2003 with 

a dream. Founder Catherine Roberts’ son Nat was 

deployed in Iraq. According to Roberts, her dream 

showed the transformation of a despairing veteran to 

one with hope upon receiving a quilt from a stranger. 

The message of her dream was: Quilts = Healing 

It led her to found a project where a volunteer team would donate their time and materials to make a 

quilt. In the early days of the organization, the primary focus was on awarding quilts to service members 

wounded in the Iraq (OIF) and Afghanistan (OEF) conflicts.  In 2009, the light of inclusion came on and the 

QOVF began awarding quilts to any service person who had been touched by war, no matter when or where 

their service.  

The Quilts of Valor community today includes over 8,000 members and volunteers across America 

who make and award quilts to veterans and service members touched by war. To date over 182,000 QOVs 

have been presented – in every state and to individuals from every branch of service. This quilt awarded to you 

today will be added to that number. 

A Quilt of Valor says – in a way mere words cannot – thank 

you for your service, your sacrifice and your valor. Thank you for 

standing in harm’s way to protect the freedoms enjoyed by the rest of 

us. Thank you for putting your life on hold to serve. Your Quilt of 

Valor represents our appreciation for your fulfillment of your duty. 

Over 185,000 quilts have been given out nationally.  In Madison 

County, nearly 200 quilts have been presented to local veterans. 

  

An Opportunity to Assist our Veterans on Memorial Day Weekend 

As you remember your family’s members and veterans this Memorial weekend, here are other ways that you can 

become involved in honoring Madison County veterans: 

• Friday morning, May 25, 9:30 am - Assist the American Legion as they place small flags on each veteran’s 

grave in the Winterset Cemetery.  

• Sunday morning, May 27, 6:00 am - The VFW will be putting large American flags along the roadways in 

the Winterset Cemetery. Volunteers are invited to breakfast afterward at the VFW hall.  

• Monday morning, May 28, 10:00 am – Experience the annual parade of VFW and American Legion 

veterans, the VFW’s Women Auxiliary, local Boy Scouts, and the Winterset High School marching band. 

The parade begins at the American Legion Hall then they pause at Monumental Park, where they will place a 

wreath on the Soldier’s Monument and hold a brief ceremony. The parade continues on to the Winterset 

Cemetery section that holds Civil War veterans, where the VFW Women’s Auxiliary will present a brief 

service. Continuing on to the upper portion of the cemetery, two wreaths will be placed at the Soldier’s 

Monument and a memorial service will be held at that time.  

• Monday mid-to-late afternoon, May 28 - The VFW would like your help with taking down the large 

American flags in the Winterset Cemetery. This work will begin earlier if rain threatens.  

• Tuesday morning, May 29, 9:30 am - The American Legion would appreciate assistance in picking up the 

small flags at each veteran’s grave in the Winterset Cemetery.  
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History of the Winterset Post Office 
Shirley Allen presented a program on the history of this Pot Office for the MCGS January 2018 meeting.  She graciously 

shared her notes and pictures that were provided by the Post Office. 

 

A few years ago the Madison County Antique Association began the 

long process of putting historical plaques on the town square business building.  I 

was in charge of a few buildings on the west side of the square.  As I gathered 

information on the First National Bank (which later became Flatt’s Clothing, 

later Doc’s Soft Water, later Family Eye Care), I learned that our first Post Office 

was in a part of the First National Bank.  The address was 24 W Court Avenue.  

Alfred Jones was the first local postal authority in 1845.  By 1880 the post office 

expanded to fill two storefronts - the alley side storefront and what we will 

recognize as the Tucker Realty. Then in 1916, the Post Office was moved across 

the street to 108 W. Court (currently Ward Dentistry). 

Construction of our current Post Office began at the corner of 3rd Avenue 

and West Jefferson Street, as part of the Great Depression-era federal relief program 

in 1934-35. The lot for the new post office in Winterset was cleared and the foundation laid in late 1934, with the building 

completed in 1935. The September 27, 1934 Winterset Madisonian stated, “Actual construction on Winterset's new 

$38,000 post office began last Thursday when men and teams set to work excavating for the basement of the structure. 

The work is being rushed, so as to have it as far along as possible when cold weather sets in.”  

 

  

Post Office corner prior to 1934 Footings, late 1934 

 

 

Construction, Winter 1934-35 Completed Post Office, 1935 
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Genetic Genealogy Workshop 
Saturday, August 11, 2018 

8:30 am to 4:00 pm 

Winterset Public Library 

123 N 2nd Avenue, Winterset, Iowa 

 

Glenn York, Colorado genealogist will provide practical information 

that you can use to make educated decisions with your DNA test 

results. Although very experienced, Glenn presents in a manner that is 

easy to understand, no matter where you are in your genetic genealogy 

journey.  

 

Morning Session 

8:30 - 9:00 am – Registration.  Workshops begin at 9:00 am.  All sessions are approximately one 

hour. 

1. Genetic Genealogy – Beyond the Hype: This is an overview that covers DNA testing, the 

different testing companies, and how they work with traditional genealogy research. 

2. DNA Testing Revealed: What about ethics, privacy, standards, and surprising results? 

Lunch is on your own at a local restaurant, several within easy walking distance.  Details provided at 

workshop. 

Afternoon Sessions 

3. Using your Ancestry DNA results – Part 1: How to get the most from your match lists. 

4. Using your Ancestry DNA results - Part 2:  Learn more about your DNA story (ethnicity 

estimate & migrations), DNA circles, and New Ancestor discoveries. 

 

About Glenn York, Winterset graduate and Colorado resident 

After careers in the Air Force and the electronics/computer field, Glenn’s current 

focus is on genetic genealogy.  He took his first DNA test in 2005.  He now 

manages DNA tests with all major testing companies for over 30 different family 

members.  He is a regular attendee at Roots Tech 2016, 2017, 2018.  He 

completed DNA courses at the Salt Lake Institute of Genealogy in both 2017 and 

2018.  Glenn facilitates the monthly DNA study group for the Larimer County 

Genealogical Society and the Longmont Genealogical Society.   

 

Register in Two Steps        <<  Only 40 are seats available  >> 

1. You may either call the Winterset Public Library at 515-462-1731 to 

register  

==OR== register online at goo.gl/EnkVW1.   

2. Follow-up by dropping off or mailing a check to the Library’s address listed above.   

The fee is $40 for each registration and covers the entire day or portions thereof.   

Make checks payable to MCGS or Madison County Genealogical Society.   

Please note “Genetic Genealogy” on the memo line. 

Free parking is available on streets around the Winterset Library, one block east of the 

Courthouse Square.   
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Going Huntin’ in Madison County  
Is hunting down family genealogy in Madison County part of your summer plans?  Whether you are visiting 

Madison County from afar or just driving down the street in Winterset, here are some resources you may want 

to check out.  Whether or not you have accessed the immense amount of Madison County information 

available at the MCGS website, iagenweb.org/madison/, there are additional resources at these spots. 

 

Madison County Historical Museum Resource Center  

The Resource Center within the Madison County Museum is a quiet room with two large tables and shelf after 

shelf of Madison County resources.  It can be used at no charge.  But visit their 14 buildings on 18 acres for $5. 

• Madison County History books– 1866, 1869, 1879, 1915, 1984, 1999 Sesquicentennial book 

• Filing cabinet of family surname folders 

• Filing cabinet of churches, schools, government, organizations, etc. 

• Extensive collection of Madison County plat maps 

• Winterset High School yearbooks since 1915 

• Extensive scrapbooks of various topics and families 

Address: 815 S 2nd Avenue, south 2nd Avenue curves right into the parking lot, east of hospital 

Hours: Open May – October, Monday-Friday: 11 am – 4 pm, Sunday: 1-5 pm 

Website: historyonthehill.com Phone: 515-231-2134 

Much information awaits you in the Resource Center Trace your family using plat books  

 

Earlham Public Library Genealogy Resources 

This recently reorganized genealogy section may be just what you need if your 

family lived in the northwestern part of Madison County.  Unique items here 

include: 

• Earlham local history including: Bear Creek Friends church, family 

histories, newspaper excerpts 

• Histories from nearby cities and counties 

• Printed obituaries from the surrounding area 

• Earlham High School yearbooks  

Address: 120 S. Chestnut, Earlham, IA 50072 

Hours: Mon/Tue/Wed/Thur: 10 am – 7 pm (9am on Wed), Friday: 10 am- 

5pm, Saturday: 9 am to noon, Sunday: closed 

Website: www.earlham.lib.ia.us Phone: 515-758-2121  
Newly organized shelves 
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Winterset Public Library Genealogy Section 

The Genealogy section of the Library provides you with many unique 

resources in a quiet corner with tables/chairs and comfortable seating 

throughout the library. 

• Madison County History books– 1866, 1869, 1879, 1915, 1984, 

1999 Sesquicentennial book 

• Family Histories – Over 100 Surname histories are on the shelf or 

in files.  Each of them contains many more surnames  

• Row-by-row and alphabetical listings of Madison County 

Cemeteries (saving you LOTS of time)   

• County histories of adjacent counties: Warren, Dallas, Adair, … 

• Madison County Town Centennials – Earlham, Macksburg, etc. 

• Microfilm reading stations, with print and save abilities 

• Thousands of printed obituaries, alphabetically organized 

Address: 123 N 2nd Avenue, one block east of Courthouse Square 

Hours: Monday-Thursday: 10 am – 8 pm,  

Friday-Saturday: 10 am - 5 pm, Sunday: closed 

Website: winterset.lib.ia.us  Phone: 515-462-1731 

 

 

Taming Twists and Turns with Timelines 
Few things put events in perspective like a timeline. This list of chronological events can be 

an effective research tool to help organize your stack of family history or to answer a specific, 

nagging question.  Events can be recorded for a person, family, or a piece of property.  With a 

timeline, you may clearly see old information in a new way, notice a gap in your research, 

prove/disprove a theory, or find a connection between facts that had previously eluded you. 

Here are a few examples of situations you may be able to sort out with a timeline: 

❖ Separate out the activities and families of two men with the same name who lived in the 

same place, only one of which is a relative. 

❖ A grandfather was married multiple times and took in other family members.  Who are the 

mothers of the various children listed in his household on the census? 

❖ Who owned the family farm throughout the years? 

If you are faced with a stack of family history and don’t know how it all fits together, sorting 

and recording the items – vital records, funeral cards, land deeds, graduation photos – will likely 

begin to form a cohesive picture of your ancestors’ lives. 

Your timeline details will vary depending on your goal.  Start 

with date, event, location, and the source, then modify as needed.  To 

save space, you can number your sources on another page, and then 

just put the appropriate number on your timeline.  Adding historic 

information, such as wars, economic downturns, and technology may 

help explain family decisions. 

Timelines can be created effectively with a pencil and paper or 

with columns in an Excel spreadsheet - whatever suits you best.  

Microfilm and Obituary Drawers 
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Bits and Pieces 

Save These Dates 

Upcoming monthly meeting dates to remember: 

June 6 – JoAnne Walker will present her research on 

Glenn Martin who is portrayed on our Freedom 

Rock.  She has gathered many photos and much 

information about Martin’s life and work. 

July 11 – Monthly meeting.  A “Show and Tell” 

meeting for assistance with County Fair entries. Or 

bring a genealogy roadblock for some group 

brainstorming.  

July 18-24 – Madison County Fair including Genealogy 

Exhibit.  Entries will be taken Tuesday evening, July 

17, and Wednesday morning. 

August 7 – Monthly meeting. US Naturalization 

Records by Theresa Liewer, an Iowa Genealogy 

Society Instructor.  We'll learn how our ancestors 

became American citizens and the records that the 

process created.  At the Historical Museum, due to 

a conflict at the Winterset Library. 

August 11 – Genetic Genealogy Workshop from  

9:00 am – 4:00 pm, presented by MCGS member, 

Glenn York, of Colorado.  See details on page 5. 

 
Your Email Address 

Has your email address changed lately?   Or would you 

help us reduce postage costs by receiving this 

newsletter by email? If so, here’s how to let us know.  

Send an email with your name and request to 

Madison_co_ia_gene@yahoo.com 

 
Facebook Page for Madison Co Genealogy 

The Facebook page Madison County IA Family History 
 has been created to foster discussion about Madison 

County families and 

genealogy on Facebook.  

It’s a great place to brag 

on your finds, honor your ancestors, and look for relatives, 

plus share tips and other handy genealogy websites. 

If you use Facebook, go there and search for Madison 
County IA Family History, then click “Like”. 

 

Genealogy? Help!   Finished for the Year 

In cooperation with the Winterset Public Library, 

MCGS members were available in the Genealogy 

Section for two hours each Thursday, from January 

through April.  We had the opportunity to help several 

people: some were new to genealogy and some were 

quite experienced.  It was rewarding to help them 

navigate the Madison County website, find family 

members in censuses and newspapers, and 

recommend how to organize their research and family 

history collection.  We are looking forward to 

participating in similar session in early 2019. 

 
Need Help Researching Your Roots? 

If you would like assistance with researching your 

Madison County family history, you can either: 

• Mail your requests to the Madison County 

Genealogical Society at PO Box 26, Winterset 

Iowa 50273-0026. 

• Email your request to 

Madison_co_ia_gene@yahoo.com 

Our fee is $10 per hour plus copying and postage fees. 

 
Volunteers Needed 

We have some valuable work to be done.  Would one 

of these fit into your schedule? 

Obituary Recorder – We have a valuable resource 

(over 30,000) online that needs constant updating.  

Requirements: Online access (to newspapers and 

funeral homes), ability to cut/paste into emails, and 

print obituaries.  Printed copies are filed in Winterset 

Library obituary cards or notebooks.  

Transcriptionist for Guardianship Records – Current 

lists are not searchable and need to be entered onto a 

spreadsheet.  Requirements: PC, access to Internet, 

Word or Excel software.   

If you are interested, email us and you will be 

contacted so we can help you get started. 

A big THANKS goes to members Deb Hook and Pam 

Deichmann who are volunteering to join Ida Morse in 

taking new gravestone photos in Madison County 

cemeteries to add to site iowagravestones.org.  .  

  

Answers to Front Page Quiz 

The letter with the most gravestone photos is B (3000), 

followed by S, then M and H.  The least, other than X, 

Q, and Z, is I (90), followed by U. 

Are your dues unpaid or would you like to join?  
See the front page for various membership levels. 
Make out your check to MCGS and send to:  

MCGS 

PO Box 26 

Winterset IA 50273            Thanks!  


