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MEETING: Our meetings are held the first Tuesday of 

each month in the Winterset Public Library meeting 

room.  We meet at 7:00 pm year round. 

DUES: Payable January 1 of each year.  $10 per person or 

$15 per family.  Life membership is $115. 

RESEARCH: $10 per hour plus cost of copies and 

postage.  Send inquires to the above address or our 

email below. 

 

OFFICERS FOR 2016 

PRESIDENT Ken Callison 

VICE PRESIDENT Cheryl Gray 

SECRETARY: Linda Smith 

LindaGriffithSmith@gmail.com 

TREASURER: Pat Hochstetler 

CORRESPONDING 

     SECRETARIES: 

JoAnne Walker 

Cheryl Gray 

LIBRARY OBITS: Shirley Keating 

DIRECTORS: 

 

2018 Ida Morse 

2019 Mike Mahan 

2020 Pat Hochstetler 

IAGenWeb 

Coordinators: 

Kent Transier 

Linda Smith 

NEWSLETTER: JoAnne Walker 

Linda Smith 

MCGS EMAIL: madison_ia_gen_soc@yahoo.com 

MCGS WEBSITE: 

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~iamadcgs/ 

MADISON COUNTY GENEALOGY INFO: 

                                 www.iagenweb.org/madison 

 

Message from Our President 

I am honored to have been elected for a return 

engagement as President of the Madison County 

Genealogical Society.  We are planning on interesting 

and informative programs each month for both 

members and the general public.  The past year has 

seen many great ones and if you have not been here 

you have missed some very good presentations.  We 

have our programs prior to the business meeting so 

that those who are not interested in the Society’s 

business dealings may feel free to leave.   

In order to streamline the business meetings, we have 

made a few changes.  “Standing Rules” are used 

successfully in other organization to conduct efficient 

meetings.  Here are the steps I’d like to implement:  

1. Submit agenda items to the Secretary at least ten 

(10) days prior to the meeting.  Emergency matters 

can be submitted before the meeting to the 

President, who will determine if the topic will be 

placed on the agenda for the current or the next 

meeting. 

2. The Secretary will email the minutes of the 

previous meeting and the next meeting agenda 5-7 

days prior to the meeting.   

3. The Treasurer will email the Treasurer’s Report to 

the members 5-7 days prior to the meeting.   

4. A printed copy of the above reports will be 

available at the meeting. 

5. These reports will not be read unless there is a 

question presented. 

6. If there are no questions, motions for acceptance / 

approval for reports as submitted will be 

entertained. 

7. To keep the meeting moving, the President may cut 

off discussion on matters not on the agenda, that 

need to be discussed within a smaller group, or that 

need to be tabled. 

8. After the meeting is adjourned, a round-table will 

be held for those with an interesting genealogy 

story or question.   Members are always welcome 

to converse with each other after the business 

meeting. 

 

   Here is hoping you have a fruitful and happy 2018. 

God bless! 

Kenneth R. Callison 

President, Madison County Genealogical Society 
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A Family Love Story 

February, the month of presidents, groundhogs, valentines, flowers, and chocolate. 

Even though it is a short month, I am always happy when it is past.  

Peggy Eichner, one of our local story tellers, entered the story below in the Iowa 

Genealogy Society’s “Love Story” contest in February, 2015.  She won their first 

prize of $25.00!  She has graciously let us reprint her story about her grandparents, a 

perfect fit for February.      JoAnne Walker 

 

It was a bright October morning as Elbert 

Smith, better known as “Carver” stepped up 

into his buggy and headed south out of 

Booneville. 

  He was quite a handsome sight in his 

almost new suit. His curly black hair was 

freshly trimmed and the stubble of whiskers 

that he sometimes let grow for days had been 

shaved that very morning. You see this was his 

wedding day. 

As he rode along at a slow trot, he let 

his mind drift back in time. He had known 

Bertha all her life, but now he had come to 

notice how attractive she was, and he admired 

her quiet and sensitive spirit. 

  For Christmas one year, he wanted to 

buy her something special. He paid the 

princely sum of seventy- five cents for a plush 

green and gold photo album which he had 

inscribed “Miss Bertha; Album; Presented by 

Elbert Smith, December 25, 1905.” She 

blushed when he gave it to her and then a shy 

smile broke across her pretty face. She 

cherished that photo album and kept it all her 

life. 

  But then Miss Bessie came along and 

Carver fell head over heels in love with her, 

even gave her a ring. However, Bessie was 

apparently out for a good time. She would 

write to him and cancel dates without giving 

him a reason. After several such letters, she 

had aroused his ire, and mild-mannered Carver 

dropped her like a hot potato. 

  Now his attention once again settled on 

Bertha. They had chosen Bertha’s 22nd 

birthday, October 16, 1907 for their marriage. 

  The old buggy rattled across the wagon 

bridge and started up the Sand Hill. There 

stretched out before him was a beautiful sight 

of red and golden trees. Leaves were starting 

to drop and did cartwheels across the road. 

Squirrels scampered here and there to bury 

their winter supply of nuts. 

  As he pulled up to the crude cabin, 

Bertha met him at the door. What a beautiful 

sight to behold was the tall slender girl with 

her dark wavy hair and wearing a white high 

collared blouse and dark skirt. 

  She said good bye to her widowed 

mother and she and Carver headed back 

toward Booneville. 

  There they boarded the train, which 

belching out great puffs of steam, took them to 

Des Moines where a Justice of the Peace 

pronounced them man and wife. There would 

be no honeymoon.  

  Back at home there was little privacy 

for the newlyweds. Carver’s mother died when 

he was nine and he and his father had lived 

together in various places. His father 

continued to live with them until his death in 

1921. 

  I would be less than honest if I told you 

the road ahead was always smooth. Money 

was extremely scarce. Together they tended 

their huge garden which supplied most of their 

food. They scoured the woods surrounding 

their forty-acre farm for mushrooms and wild 

berries. The men hunted wild game, tapped 

maple trees making maple syrup and were 

always on the lookout for a swarm of bees. 

There were good times and bad, days of joy 

and sadness, but that ceremony started a bond 

which would last sixty-two years and produced 

five children, one having died at birth. 
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Handy Historic Postage Rates 

Our February program, titled “The Construction of the Winterset Post Office,” features local resident Shirley Allen and 

her photo collection of the Post Office as it was being built in the early 1930’s.  To complement that program, the 

following charts were handed out to attendees.  These can help you date envelopes where the postmark is difficult to read.  

Using this information from the US Post Office Historian may help put a date range on the accompanying correspondence 

and bring insight as you put together your family history.   More information is available at https://about.usps.com/who-

we-are/postal-history/rates-historical-statistics.htm. 

 

                      
 

Letter postage note:  The prices listed in this table to the left above are for the first ounce.  Beginning September 14, 

1975, additional ounces were charged a lower rate.  Since July 15, 1979, a surcharge had been added for non-standard 

envelope sizes. 

Postcard postage note:  Privately printed postcards didn’t qualify for a special postage rate until July 1, 1898.  Since then, 

the rates for postcards have been the same as for “postal cards” (pre-printed by the Postal Serviced) except for the period 

of April 15, 1925 to July 1, 1928.  On January 10, 1999, the Postal Service increased the price of postal cards to one 

penny more than the privately printed postcards.  The additional charge increased to two cents on January 7, 2001, to 

three cents on May 12, 2008, and to four cents on January 27, 2013.   
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Postal Fun Fact 

Doesn’t it seem like we pay plenty today to mail a postcard or letter?  Don’t you miss “the good ole days” when postage 

rates for a single stamp were much less?  Well, surprisingly, the value is pretty much the same.  Using an inflation 

calculator, the 3-cent stamp from 1932-1958 felt then just like a 51-cent stamp would today.  The 29-cent stamp of the 

early 1990s pinched their coin purses just like a 50-cent stamp would today.  So maybe the current rate isn’t as outlandish 

as we think.    
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Society Insights 
 

Newsletter Distribution - By the Numbers 

Here is a look at where the Madison County Genealogical Society’s quarterly newsletter is sent.   

 

Besides our local and distant members, several other locations 

receive the newsletter so they can keep it on hand to help others 

with their research. Libraries receiving it include Winterset, 

Earlham, St. Charles, Truro, and Orient.  Nine county 

genealogical societies keep a copy and send us their newsletter in 

return. At the state level, both the State Historical Library and the 

Iowa Genealogical Society keep copies on hand. 

 

 

Would You Like Your Newsletter by Email? 

It’s time to update our email newsletter list.  Some you may be receiving this in an envelope via the 

US Post Office and would rather have it emailed to you.  If so, here are the steps: 

1. From your email, create a new email to madison_co_ia_gene@yahoo.com (Those are underscores, not 

dashes.) 

2. Put “Email newsletter” in the subject. 

Add any comments in the email’s body, if you care to. 

3. Press Send.   

It’s just that easy.  You save paper and the Society saves a little postage expense four times a year.  

 

 

PLEASE NOTE - Society Website and Madison County Family Tree Unavailable 

If you have been using the iagenweb.org/madison website for your Madison County genealogy (and 

you should be!) and clicked on the MCGS logo or the Madison County Family Tree, you were met with 

unwelcome news.  These are both supported by Rootsweb, a free, web platform where individuals and 

organizations have hosted their own genealogy-related websites for many years.  

Ancestry.com took over management a few years ago.   

The message reads: Rootsweb is currently unavailable. We have been in the 

process of improving the site throughout 2017, and as a result of an issue we recently 

became aware of, we have taken the site offline while we work to resolve it.  We 

apologize for any inconvenience this may cause, but protecting our users’ personal 

information is our top priority. During this down time, we are working to preserve all 

data saved to Rootsweb, and hope to have an update within a few weeks.  

This began on December 20, 2017 and as of the printing of this newsletter, the 

situation has not changed.  This is of concern, especially if the data within the Madison 

County Family Tree may be lost.  It is a valuable genealogical tool, containing 91,921 

names of people who were born, lived, married, and/or died in Madison County and how 

they are related. 

To read a more complete explanation by ancestry.com and hundreds of comments, 

go to blogs.ancestry.com/ancestry/2017/12/23/rootsweb-security-update/ 

.  
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Humour in the Cemetery 

By Joanne Walker 

 
This exercise began when I was working on 

Civil War soldiers. I ran across the name of Marble 

Flintstone who served in Company I of the 96
th
 Ohio 

Infantry. He died May 18, 1863 and is buried in the 

Vicksburg National Cemetery. Upon further search, his 

name was actually Marble Flint Stone. 

I was off on a search for other curious names, 

using Findagrave.com.   

I found Donald E. Duck born April 23, 1910 

and died October 11, 2004. He is buried in Morpath 

Cemetery, Morpath, Chatham-Kent Municipality, 

Ontario, Canada. 

Daisy Winters Duck was born in 1866 and 

died 1932. She is buried in Newton Burial Park, 

Nevada, Vernon County, Missouri. 

We can’t forget the nephews: Hugh V. Duck, a 

SGT. in the US Army Air Forces WWII, born 

December 19, 1923 and died January 28, 2006, buried 

in Greenville Memorial Gardens, Piedmont, Greenville 

County, South Carolina. Dewey Duck, born January 21, 

1907 and died October 31, 1975. He is buried in 

Fellowship Baptist Church Cemetery, Buttston, 

Talapoosa Co., Alabama. Louie Duck born 1875 and 

died 1964. He is buried in Old Blairmore Union 

Cemetery, Blairmore, Canmore Census Division, 

Alberta, Canada. The inscription on his tombstone is 

oriental. So, was he a Peking duck? 

  I always thought Daffy Duck was a male, but I 

did find Daphne H. Duck, birth unknown, died 1927, 

buried Glen Innes General Cemetery, New South 

Wales, Australia. And, right here in the Earlham 

Cemetery in Madison County, Iowa, we find Donald H. 

Afflack, born October 20, 1905 in Cass County, Iowa 

and died April 6, 2002 in Earlham, Iowa. 

  Michael Harman Mouse born October 1, 1855, 

Pendleton County, West Virginia and died August 1, 

1939 in Kansas. He is buried in Crescent Hill Cemetery, 

Adrian, Bates County, Missouri. Minnie L. Schmidt 

Mouse was born in 1917 and died in 1995. She is 

buried in Spring Hill Cemetery, Wellsville, Columbiana 

Co., Ohio.  

  Holy House Mouse was born in 1861 and died 

August 2, 1935. Buried in Saint James Cemetery, White 

River, Mellette County, South Dakota. 

  Albert Pluto was born in 1861 and died in 1928. 

He is buried in Mount Olivet Cemetery, Wheat Ridge, 

Jefferson County, Colorado. 

  I had to settle for Wiley J. Fox born 1896 and 

died 1962. Buried in Union Cemetery, Herndon, 

Rawlins County, Kansas. I did find Bob Tail Coyote 

born 1864 and died 1910. He is buried in Colony Indian 

Cemetery, Washita County, Oklahoma. Rhoda B. 

Runner born 1892 and died 1955, buried in Geneva 

Cemetery, Allen County, Kansas. Also, Rhodes T. 

Runner, born 1927 and died 2007, buried in Elmwood 

Cemetery, Romney, Tippecanoe County, Indiana. 

  Olive Oil, birth unknown, died 2013, Washoe 

County, Nevada. 

  I think this might be my favorite: Ann Jemima 

High Pancake born Jun 29, 1839, Keyser, Mineral 

County, West Virginia and died February 12, 1916 in 

Mineral County, West Virginia. She is buried in 

Pancake Cemetery, Romney, Hampshire County, West 

Virginia. Her husband Andrew was 22 years older than 

she. 

  Peter Pan was born March 8, 1918 and died 

March 20, 1950. His gravestone shows New York, T 

SGT 404 ORD MAINT CO, World War II. He is buried 

in Forest Lawn Memorial Park, Glendale, Los Angeles 

County, California. 

  Della Dunklin Pickle was born October 2, 1877 

in Athens, Henderson County, Texas and died January 

11, 1948, in Port Arthur, Jefferson County, Texas. Dill 

Lamar Pickle was born October 1, 1924 in Leake 

County, Mississippi and died August 9, 2016 in 

Carthage, Leake County, Mississippi. He served in the 

Merchant Marines during WWII. 

Red Robin was a private in the US Army 

WWII. He was born in 1912 and died in 1991. Mr. 

Robin is buried in Santa Fe National Cemetery, New 

Mexico. 

  We have all heard of Ima Hogg, born 1882 in 

Wood County, Texas and died in 1975 in London, 

England. 

  Charles J. Grouchy was born 1879 and died 

1970. He is buried in Maple Hill Cemetery, Osceola, 

Clarke County, Iowa. 

  I found Daniel Scooby and James Scooby, but no 

Scooby Doo.  Although, there is a Dinky Doo, birth and 

death unknown. The cutest little dog, buried in his 

family’s back yard. 

  Persila Fry Chicken was born 1846 in Ohio and 

died 1871 in Illinois. She is buried in Gallagher Chapel 

Cemetery, Fancher, Shelby Co., IL. Daniel David 

Chicken was born 1809 in Delaware and died 1898 in 

Illinois. He is buried in Ipava Cemetery, Ipava, Fulton 

Co., IL 
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  Jennie Gray Wren was born 1866 in Texas and 

died 1949 in Texas.  

  Do you remember the radio show “The Shadow”? 

I found Lamont Cranston, born 1855 Ohio and died 

1860 Ohio. 

  Henry Aldrich was born 1844 in Illinois and died 

1910 in Iowa. He is buried in Golden Prairie Cemetery, 

Ryan, Delaware Co., IA. 

  Sgt. William Hamilton Preston, born 1893 and 

died 1934 was a Quartermaster Sergeant in the Imperial 

Scots Guards. He is buried in Mount Pleasant Cemetery, 

Swift Current, Saskatchewan, Canada. 

  PFC Charles G. Thing served in Iowa Battery C, 

72
nd

 Artillery, CAC WWI. He was born 1895 and died 

1962. He is buried in Hopkinton Cemetery, Delaware 

Co., IA. 

  There is a page for the dog, Daisy “Spooks” 

Bumstead, and a page for Smokey the Bear.    

 Jack Tonto was born 1859 in Arizona and died 

1921 in Arizona. He is buried in Middle Verde Yavapai-

Apache Cemetery, Camp Verde, Yavapai Co., AZ. Nice 

photo of him. 

  Lash LaRue was born 1917 in Louisiana and died 

1996 in Burbank, California. I saw a lot of his movies for 

the price of one thin dime. He is buried in Forest Lawn 

Memorial Park, Glendale, Los Angeles Co., CA 

  Skye King, born 1941 and died 2013, served in the 

US Army. He is buried in Indiantown Gap National 

Cemetery, Annville, Lebanon Co., Pennsylvania. 

  I will end on this note. Out of 2,291 men named 

John Doe, 14 are buried in Iowa. There are 822 people 

with the Bumstead name; 2,788 people named Pickle, 39 

named Cow, and 7,564 named Larue.  

 

 

            

 

 

New Year’s Resolution – Genealogy Organization 

Well, here it is a new year and a great time of the year to dig out a lot of that research that you 

have previously done and organize it before it gets lost.  Get those grocery receipts, blank deposit 

tickets, envelopes from bills, napkins, paper towels, edges of newspapers, hundreds of little note 

sheets and anything else you had handy when you found an unexpected genealogy discovery, and 

convert it to a useful file.    

While you are at it label your file cabinet, notebooks, and piles of research, so if something 

unexpected happens (like we all know will happen at some time), your hard work and research will 

not be wasted.    

I have a note on my file cabinets that says, “Genealogy 

material, if you do not want this, get it to somebody that does.”  

Be sure to mention to your or other’s relatives or even your power of 

attorney, the existence of the material and your desire to have it 

passed on.  You may even want the directions in your will.   

Just for a minute, think about how much easier your work 

would have been if some material would have been passed to you.   

Just think about all the valuable (useful) information that has been 

lost down through the years. 

Ken Callison 
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Bits and Pieces 

Save These Dates 

Upcoming monthly MCGS meeting dates to remember: 

February 6   Building the Winterset Post Office 

Shirley Allen, local citizen, will present collected photos 

from the early 1930’s construction of our current Post 

Office.  Learn about the structure plus how to date a 

letter or postcard based on its postage. 

March 6 – Tragedy Built a Covered Bridge 

Clanton Creek crosses both Madison County’s South 

Township and Warren County’s Jackson Township.  

Walt Libby, local historian, will relate a sad incident in 

this area that resulted in building the McGinnis Ford 

Covered Bridge. 

April 6 – My Tree is Sick… What Can I Do?   

By Linda Greethurst, Iowa Genealogical Society 

Instructor will share her experience in working on one 

branch in her family, entered oodles of names, then 

discovering the whole branch was not only sick, but 

dead – all fiction.  She’ll help us avoid the same trap.  

May 1 - Preservation of Your Family Photos and 

other Paper items 

June 5 - The Life of Glen Martin 
 

Member Query – Can You Help? 

My grandfather, John E. Brewer, born 1866 in 

Winterset, Iowa, told me several times, that his father, also 

John Brewer, born in Greene County, PA in 1828, was a 

local blacksmith.  He was also a traveling preacher and 

traveled to Vermont often to perform weddings. He would 

come back to Winterset with kegs of maple syrup, 

chickens and other food items given to him in payment for 

his services.  

I have never been able to find any mention of this 

activity, or proof. I do believe my grandfather, but would 

like proof. Any info on how I could maybe find out some 

information on this matter? I would be very appreciative 

for anything.  Thank you. 

Barbara Mille jazznbarb@gmail.comr 

23406 Siletz Highway, Siletz, Oregon 97380 

 

Facebook Page for Madison Co Genealogy 

Madison County IA Family History has been created 

to foster discussion about Madison County families 

and genealogy on 

Facebook.  It’s a great 

place to brag on your 

finds, honor your ancestors, look for relatives, plus 

share tips and other handy genealogy websites. 

To join, search Facebook for “Madison County 

IA Family History” then click “Like”.  70 others have. 

Iowa Genealogy Society Spring Conference 

The IGS Spring Conference will be held on Saturday, 

April 14th, 2018 with Gail Blankenau. Gail will be 

speaking on:  

 Who is Hiding in Your Drawer? Date and 

Identify 19th-Century Photographs 

 Proof or Consequences: Change How You 

Approach Evidence 

 Probe Those Probates for Hidden Clues 

 Connect the Dots with a Migration Study 

Gail is known as an excellent speaker who provides 

very entertaining lectures. Detailed information, 

including cost and location, can be found at the IGS 

website: http://iowagenealogy.org/ 

 

Genealogy?  Help! – Every Thursday, 3-5 pm 

Interested in starting your family tree, but not 

sure where to begin?  Stuck trying to fill in some lineage 

and not sure how?  

Bring your questions and 

challenges for free, one-on-one family 

history research and genealogy 

assistance, provided by a Madison 

County Genealogical Society 

volunteer.  No registration required – just stop by the 

Winterset Public Library’s Genealogy section to take 

advantage of this new drop-in service which began 

Thursday, January 11.   

 

Online Newspaper Searching Just Got Better 

Over the last few years, Madison County’s 

newspapers have been digitized by Advantage Preservation 

(AP) of Cedar Rapids.  You can find the results at 

winterset.advantage-preservation.com and 

earlham.advantage-preservation.com.   

But here is some exciting news!  AP is digitizing 

newspapers across Iowa and as well as throughout the 

United States.  They have 450 collections in 38 states; 

which is represented on this map.  For Iowa, you can find 

the list online at advantage-companies.com/directory-iowa/.  

To find newspapers in other states just use the same address 

but substitute the state name for “iowa.”   

Ex. advantage-companies.com/directory-missouri/ 

 

mailto:jazznbarb@gmail.com

