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MADISON COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

P O BOX 26 

WINTERSET IA 50273-0026 

SECOND QUARTER NEWSLETTER 2017 

 

MEETING: Our meetings are held the first Tuesday of 

each month in the Winterset Public Library meeting 

room.  We meet at 7:00 pm year round. 

DUES: Payable January 1 of each year.  $10 per person or 

$15 per family.  Life membership is $115. 

RESEARCH: $10 per hour plus cost of copies and 

postage.  Send inquires to the above address. 

 

OFFICERS FOR 2016 

PRESIDENT Pat Hochstetler 

VICE PRESIDENT Linda Smith 

SECRETARY: Cheryl Gray 

TREASURER: JoAnne Walker 

CORRESPONDING 

     SECRETARY: 

Mary Hart 

LIBRARY OBITS: Mary Hart 

Shirley Keating 

DIRECTORS: 2017 Linda Smith 

2018 Ida Morse 

2019 Mike Mahan 

MADISON COUNTY 

WEBSITE COORDS: 

Kent Transier 

Linda Smith 

NEWSLETTER: JoAnne Walker 

Linda Smith 

MCGS EMAIL: madison_ia_gen_soc@yahoo.com 

MCGS WEBSITE: 

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~iamadcgs/ 

MADISON COUNTY GENEALOGY INFO: 

                                 www.iagenweb.org/madison 

 

 

MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT 

What beautiful weather we have been 

having! The spring flowers are in full bloom and 

lawn mowing has started.  Hopefully you got your 

winter projects finished.   

We have returned to the Library Meeting 

room after the remodeling that went on this 

winter.  We have had some very interesting 

programs, and will have some more in the coming 

months.  Walt Libby will be giving a program on the 

Monumental Park and Pat Hochstetler will be giving 

one in June on the Old Penn Cemetery, Penn Center 

Cemetery, Earlham Cemetery and North Branch 

Cemetery.  Everyone is always welcome to attend 

these programs. 

It won’t be long and we will be thinking 

about Madison County Fair time again.  Get a copy 

of the 2017 rules on the Madison County 

Genealogical website and see what projects you can 

gather up to bring for entries to the fair.  It is so 

interesting to see all the different entries. 

Remember, our meetings are the first 

Tuesday of every month at 7:00 p.m. (July will be the 

2
nd

 Tuesday - the 11
th
 - due to July 4) and are open to 

the public.  We encourage anyone interested in their 

family ancestry to attend. 

Pat Hochstetler 

MCGS President 
 

 

 

 

http://www.i/
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Shared by the Madison County Historical Society… 

Madison County and World War I   --   FREE Program on May 7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Genealogy Exhibit at Madison County Fair   --    July 19-23, 2017 
Once again this year, the Madison County Genealogical Society will host a Genealogy Exhibit at the Madison 

County Fair.  Entries can be submitted in the over 90 categories are available for adults and youth.  This 

exhibition is free and open to the public so anyone visiting the fair can view the entries in the air-conditioned 

Jackson Building throughout the Fair.  

 

 

 

 

 

You don’t have to be a MCGS member or Madison County resident to enter, but you should have a connection 

to Madison County.  Entries can be made within of 90 categories in one of  these five divisions: 

1 - Records, Legal Papers, and Documents (originals or reproductions 

2 -  Books and Stories 4 - Heirlooms and Artifacts 

3 - Pictures 5 - Funeral and Cemetery Items 

There is a 50¢ fee for each adult entry and no fee for youth. We encourage you to bring multiple entries and 

they will be accepted either Tuesday evening or Wednesday morning, July 18 and 19.  All items are judged by 

an individual from outside Madison County who awards blue, red, or white ribbons with accompanying 

premiums of $2.00, $1.50, and $1.00, respectively, in each category.   

If you would like to print a copy of the rules and categories, visit our website and click on the 2017 County 
Fair Rules link in the upper left corner: http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~iamadcgs/     

The Madison County Historical Society’s Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, 

May 7 at 1:00 pm.  The event will begin with a program on “Madison County in 

World War I” by historian Darrek Orwig.  This program is FREE and open to the 

public. 

Nearly a century ago, soldiers from Madison County participated in the watershed 

moment of the twentieth century: World War I. The Iowa National Guard company 

based out of Winterset, Company A of the 168th Infantry, would be an element of 

one of the first American units to arrive “over there” in France as part of the famous 

42nd “Rainbow” Division. Learn about their experiences in the “war to end all 

wars” through artifacts, eye-witness accounts, historic images, artwork, and period 

motion picture footage 

Our speaker, Darrek Orwig, holds a history degree from Iowa State University and a 

Master of Arts in historic preservation from the Savannah College of Art and 

Design. After working for a number of years with Iowa museums, he teaches 

architectural preservation at the University of Wisconsin-Stout and leads historic 

downtown preservation efforts as Executive Director of a western Wisconsin 

community’s Main Street program. His second book, Somewhere Over There: The 

Letters, Diary, and Artwork of a World War I Corporal, is the edited wartime 

papers of Iowa soldier and artist correspondent Francis Webster. 

After the program and a time for refreshments, members are asked to participate in 

the annual business meeting and election of Directors. 

 

Family Tree Magazine has a useful 
guide on researching WWI records: 
http://www.familytreemagazine.
com/article/online-world-war-
one-records 
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Salsbury and Downs 

SHOT IN FRANCE 

The centennial of America’s entry into WWI was April 6, 2017 and thoughts are 

turning to soldiers who left Madison County to enter the war and those who did not 

return.  One of the more unusual stories involves Russell Salsbury and Joe Downs, who 

were “constant companions” from the Patterson vicinity.  Salsbury had many relatives in 

Madison County while Downs, originally from Illinois, worked here as a farm laborer.  

They were members of the Iowa National Guard and Salsbury served several months in 

1916 along the Mexican border. 

On June 30, 1917, they enlisted in the “regular” army 

and to commemorate the event, they erected a flag pole in front 

of the Salsbury home.  Before the cement at the base dried, each 

one inscribed his name in it followed by the phrase “SHOT IN 

FRANCE.”  The men became part of Company A, 168th 

Infantry, 42nd Division (Rainbow Division).  They went to Des 

Moines on August 17, 1917 for training then onto Camp Mills, 

NY on September 9 before sailing to France on November 14. 

In the early morning of May 27, 1918, the Germans 

launched a gas attack and the men of Company A were 

caught off guard as they slept, unable to put their gas masks 

on in time.  The gas used was phosgene gas which is 

colorless and smells like newly mown hay but results in lung 

damage and suffocation.  Both Salsbury and Downs were victims, along with 500 other US troops, and died in 

a hospital from the effects of the gas.  Temporary burial took place in Baccarat, France during the Lorraine 

Valley campaign. 

The Patterson Methodist Church held a memorial service on June 9, 1918 for the young men.  The 

church was decorated in national colors and flowers, with a large number in attendance.  In 1921, their bodies 

were brought back to their respective hometowns for burial.  

In 1923, the flag pole base was excavated and encased in a monument dedicated to the service of 

Russell Salsbury and Joseph Downs.  Over 2000 attendees were present to hear speeches about their lives and 

of their deeds within Company A.  A formal dedication was performed by American Legion Green Rogers 

Post 184 of Winterset.  The monument was restored in 2006 and remains in the heart of Patterson today. 
 

 

 

                     
            Salsbury Gravestone                                       Patterson Monument           Downs Gravestone  
          Montpelier Cemetery                                     Cement Base in Diamond                                      Kinmundy, Illinois 
 

 

Sources:  Winterset.advantage-preservation.com for Winterset Madisonian and Winterset News newspapers 

findagrave.com;  iowagravestones.org 

1984 History of Madison County History, compiled by the Madison County Genealogical Society  
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5 Photos You Should Take at the Cemetery 

With warmer weather upon us, some of you may be heading out to cemeteries for snapping gravestone photos.  

Whether you are visiting Madison County cemeteries or you are taking a road trip to accomplish this task, you 

may find this information quite handy.  It is reprinted from Amy Johnson Crow’s blog post on April 7, 2017 

with Madison County photos replacing Crows.  The blog can be found, with her photos, at  

 http://www.amyjohnsoncrow.com/5-photos-you-should-take-at-the-cemetery/   

 

 

It’s sad — and rather frustrating — to go to a cemetery, take some photos, and realize when you get home that 

those photos don’t really help you. (It’s especially frustrating when you’re not able to get back to take more 

photos.) To help ease the frustration, here are 5 cemetery photos that you should get in the habit of taking 

every time: 

1. The Cemetery Sign   

The cemetery sign should be the first photo you take each time you go to the 

cemetery. I know it feels a little strange to take a picture before you even get into the 

cemetery. Honestly, this was a hard habit for me to get into, but I am so glad I did!  

When you go to several cemeteries, you can lose track of which one was which. 

Having the sign as the first photo for that cemetery, you never have to wonder later, 

“Which cemetery was this?” All you need to do is scroll back through your photos 

until you get to the cemetery sign. 

Not all cemeteries have a sign. In those cases, make your own. Write down the name (or the 

location if you don’t know the name) and take a picture of that.  

(The Winterset Cemetery is one of those!)   

 

2. The Entire Tombstone 

I like to get a picture of the entire tombstone, even if I can’t read all of 

the details. (More on that in a moment.) You wouldn’t photocopy just 

one paragraph of an ancestor’s will. Treat the tombstone the same way: 

as a document. Get a photo showing the whole thing.  

 

 

  

 

This William L Moore gravestone reads: 

 

Wm Moore 

Private Co. L 

126 Ohio Vol. Inf. 

Died 

Sept. 12, 1888 

Aged 

50y 11m 10d 

 

 

MOORE 

http://www.amyjohnsoncrow.com/5-photos-you-should-take-at-the-cemetery/
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3. Close-up Details 

There are often details that aren’t legible in the photo of the entire 

tombstone.  That’s when you want to take close-up shots. Take photos 

of the name and dates, the epitaph, symbols, and other details. (Take 

them from several angles to improve your odds of reading them later.)  

Make sure you get photos of the back and sides of the stone, too! 

Photo editing at home may bring out the words you cannot read at the 
cemetery.  More details can found on the back of the Moore stone and 
the top shows evidence to a top piece that no longer exists. 

 

4. The Wider Shot 

If you want to have some hope of finding that tombstone again, take 

several steps back and get a photo of the tombstone and the stones 

around it. This helps give you landmarks for finding it again. Little 

Nellie’s tombstone could easily be overlooked. But the larger Edgar 

tombstone stands out more. I can look for that stone again and know 

that Nellie is right in front of it. 

(Yes, I know that smartphone cameras can geo-tag a photo. But what if 

you don’t have cell coverage at that cemetery or you’re not using your 

phone? And what if you’re like me and have geo-tagging turned off?    

Arrow shows gazebo that will help locate these gravestones another 
time. 

 

5. The Neighbors  

Our ancestors are often buried near other relatives. Get photos of 

the surrounding tombstones (including closeups of the inscriptions). 

Even if you don’t know how (or even if) those people are related 

now, you’ll have the information for when you do more research on 

the family later. 

Buried next to Nellie is Walter E., son of D. & K. Sager, who died 

4 January 1888, aged 3 years, 3 months, and 26 days. (How sad for 

the Sager family to lose two children in less than two years.)   Adjacent Moore family members 

Get in the Habit 

It’s so easy to take tons of photos at the cemetery. Getting into the habit of taking these 5 photos will help you 

be less frustrated when you’re looking at them later. 

 

 

 

And before you head off to a Madison County Cemetery, be sure to … 

… check the array of Madison County cemetery books in the Winterset Public Library.   Volunteers have 

walked the cemeteries and you may find both an alphabetical name listing as well as a row-by-row listing, 

which provides an accurate location of those you are looking to find.  While looking at the lists, you may also 

see the names of other relatives that are buried there.  So save your time and your feet with a quick visit to the 

Genealogy section of the Winterset Library before you go to a Madison County cemetery. 
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Monumental Park – Needing a Facelift after 150 Years 

The Civil War ended in April 1865 and Madison County 

soldiers straggled home over the following months.  As 

they thought of the friends who had died and looked into 

the faces of the families whose soldier didn’t return, they 

wanted to memorialize their service.   The monument 

that was created was one of the very first erected 

anywhere in the United States and stands proudly 150 

years later.. 

By the fall of 1865, local citizens, in recognition of “the 

greatness of the services rendered by the boys of 61-65,” 

decided that a monument to their memory should be 

built.  Therefore, meetings were held, committees were 

appointed and steps taken for raising funds.   For the 

next two years, citizens and students held festivals, 

lectures, and public plays to add to the collection.  Each 

township competed to see who could raise the most in 

subscriptions.  Farm and garden produce were sold at the 

County Fairs for several years to add to the fund. 

The base, of native limestone, was dedicated in October 1867 with a grand ceremony.  Several Civil War 

Veterans and prominent businessmen gave speeches.  A time capsule was hidden in one corner of the base.  

The 14-foot marble monument was put in place that December.  

 

For more complete information on Monumental Park, please attend the 

May 2 Madison County Genealogical Society meeting at 7:00 pm in the 

Winterset Public Library.  Walt Libby, local historian and author of A 

Monumental Place: The Historic Civil War Soldiers' Monument, Four 

Cannons, and Monumental Park of Madison County, will tell us much 

more about this special place. 

 

But the monument has a crumbling cement base and the four cannon that 

guard it have carriages of wood and iron with a continuous cycle of 

deterioration and replacement.  The Winterset American Legion and Veterans 

of Foreign War members are raising funds for these two preservation projects.  

A portion of the base will be replaced with limestone blocks, as it was 

originally built in 1867, and all four Civil War cannon will receive long-

lasting aluminum carriages fashioned in Kentucky.  Nearly $60,000 is needed 

for the four cannon carriages and $8,000 for the base repair.  

If you would like to donate towards 

this work, please make out your 

check to “American Legion Post 

184” with a memo of “Monumental 

Park” then drop it by one of the 

Farmers & Merchants banks within 

Madison County or mail it to F&M 

Bank, 101 West Jefferson or PO Box 

29, Winterset IA 50273. Your 

contribution is tax deductible and our local veteran organizations thank you. 
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Bits and Pieces 

Letters to the Editor 

Just a midnight note to commend and thank 

you and your Madison County team for your excellent 

website. I just discovered your obituary database and 

have spent the last two hours copying obituaries of my 

ancestors among the Kingerys, Kings, Stroups, and 

Benedicts who lived and died in Madison or nearby 

Union County. 

Though I live in Arkansas now, I was born in 

Iowa City. My dad, Woodrow, was born in Creston and 

my mom, Cora Orr, in Lenox, Taylor County. 

I have been able to visit Madison County 

(2013) and family graves at Moon Cemetery, 

Macksburg. But the obituary transcriptions on the 

website fill in a lot of unknown details. 

Thanks again to you and your volunteers. 

David W. Benedict,  

January, 2017 

Thanks for the great newsletter! I enjoy 

pouring over it and learning more about the area's 

history and families. 

I hope to get to Winterset to do some research 

one day! Keep up the important work of preserving our 

past!  

Susan Schlichting, MCGS Member from Kansas  
February, 2017 

I don't know if you'd want to print this or not, 

but I had my DNA done through Ancestry.com.  It was 

neat to receive the results.  

My grandfather on my father's side, always 

said we were Scotch, Irish, Dutch and German, a 

Heinz pickle. My test came back showing Great Britain 

42%, Scandinavia 18%, Ireland 15%, Europe West 

11%, & Italy/Greece 8%. He was close in his 

calculations on our lineage. The Europe West could 

take in the German and the Dutch, he said. My 

mother's side was from Wales, so would account for a 

lot of the Great Britain.  I wonder where the 

Scandinavian came in, though, and the Italian/Greece. 

I will find out someday.  Could have come from the 

Vikings coming to Germany or any of many countries 

they raided, and the travelings of the people.   

I'd recommend the test for anyone who wants 

to shine some light on their lineage origins.  

Barb Miller, MCGS Member from Oregon 

February, 2017 

 

 

Mark Your Calendar 

Upcoming dates to remember. 

May 27, Saturday – Commemoration in Monumental 

Park by American Legion, VFW, and Civil War 

150 Committee at 11:00 am.  Lunch there will 

follow as a fund-raiser for cannon carriage 

replacement and monument repairs. 

June 6 – Monthly meeting.  Pat Hochstetler will provide 

histories of the cemeteries in Penn and Madison 

townships. 

July 11 – Monthly meeting.  Our “Show and Tell” 

meeting. Bring possible County Fair entries to 

share.  

July 19-23 – Madison County Fair including Genealogy 

Exhibit.  What will you enter?  For a copy of 

the rules, visit our website. 

August 12 – Monthly meeting. Theresa Liewer, Iowa 

Genealogical Society instructor, will present 

“DNA Basics.” Whether you’ve had your DNA 

tested or are thinking about it, this program will 

give you insight into the process and usefulness 

of DNA testing. 

 

What new with iagenweb.org/Madison/ 

WWI information is being updated with Madison 

County soldiers in Company A, 148th Division, known 

as the “Rainbow Division.”  This information was 

provided by Darrek Orwig, who is speaking at the May 

7 Annual Meeting of the Madison County Historical 

Society.  But more information is needed.  If you have 

official documents that describe a family member’s 

involvement in WWI, please contact JoAnne Walker 

515-462-1025 or garyjowalker@gmail.com. 
 

Facebook Page for Madison County Genealogy 
Madison County IA Family History has been created to 

foster discussion about Madison County families and 

genealogy on Facebook.  It’s a great place to brag on 

your finds, honor your ancestors, look for relatives, plus 

share tips and other handy genealogy websites. 

To begin following the page, go to Facebook, search for 

Madison County IA Family History, then click Like. 

Research requests can still be made by mail to: 

Madison County Genealogical Society 

PO Box 26, Winterset  IA  50273-0026  
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Winterset Public Library 

Check out the newly redesigned Genealogy Section of 

the Winterset Library.  The entire Library interior has 

new paint, new carpet, and a new arrangement.  You 

will find the Genealogy Section, including bookcases of 

reference materials, study table, obituary filing cabinets, 

and microfilm readers in the southeast corner.  The non-

fiction books now reside nearby for further reference.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Earlham Public Library 

The Genealogy section of the Earlham Library is 

undergoing a “facelift”.  Earlham Historical Society 

member Jackie Leckband and MCGS member Linda 

Smith have been 

reorganizing the Genealogy 

and sorting the resources by 

group such as: Earlham 

History, Madison and 

Dallas counties history, 

surrounding counties, Iowa 

history, cemetery records, 

obituaries and funeral cards, 

religions, schools, etc.   

Each group has been 

inventoried and each item 

within a group has a colored 

dot affixed to help keep 

order.  Hopefully this will 

make family research easier 

for those who visit the 

library.  
 
 
 

Jackie Leckband of the 
Earlham Historical Society 

beside reorganized Earlham Library Genealogy Section 

 

Newspapers Preserve Family History 

Here is a list of newspapers in and around Madison 

County that are available from a PC, iPad, tablet, or Smart 

Phone:  You will find simple google-like searches as well 

as more advanced search functions, plus the ability to 

download, print whole pages or a portion of a page.  

Note: It is well worth your time to check out the short 

instructions available by clicking the HELP link. 

 

earlham.advantage-preservation.com 
The Earlham Echo newspaper digitization is complete 

thanks to many generous donations from individuals 

and local organizations, including 

the Madison County Genealogical 

Society.  The range of issues is 

1899 to 1986, with the following 

known to be missing: Sept 1908 

to Jan 1909, 1930, 1952, 1958, 

and 1961.  Plans are in place to 

sort through bound paper copies 

at the Earlham Historical Society 

(shown here) to see if a few of 

these missing issues/years can be 

found. 

 

stuart.advantage-preservation.com 
Stuart, in Dallas County, had digitized several titles that 

may well cover your family in northwest Madison 

County.  The earliest year listed is 1871; the last is 

2015. 

 

warrencounty.advantage-preservation.com 
If you have family from Warren or eastern Madison 

counties, you might find information on their lives at the 

various newspaper titles here.  The year range is 1857 to 

1957. 

 

winterset.advantage-preservation.com 
And don’t forget that over 100,000 pages from 

Winterset newspapers are available here with issues 

from 1871 to 2003.  All 1881 and 1882 issues are 

missing  

 

advantage-companies.com/blog/advantage-

companies-collections-available-online 

Advantage Companies (AC) digitized all the 

newspapers above. They have also completed a large 

number of projects across the United States, which are 

available at the website above.  There are over 120 sites 

for Iowa alone! 

 

 

Advantage Preservation 

has recently made an 

arrangement with the 

State Historical Society of 

Iowa to digitized more 

than 12,000,000 pages of 

Iowa newspapers.  Stay 

tuned as more information 

becomes available. 

 

http://www.advantage-companies.com/blog/advantage-companies-collections-available-online
http://www.advantage-companies.com/blog/advantage-companies-collections-available-online

