
  

 
MADISON COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

PO BOX 26 

WINTERSET IA 50273-0026 

Fourth Quarter Newsletter 2017 

 

MEETING: Our meetings are held the first Tuesday of 

each month in the Winterset Public Library meeting 

room.  We meet at 7:00 pm, starting with a program 

and a business meeting follows. 

DUES: Payable January 1 of each year.  $10 per person or 

$15 per family.  Lifetime membership is $115. 

RESEARCH FEE: $10 per hour plus cost of copies and 

postage.  Send inquires to the above address. 

 

OFFICERS FOR 2017 

PRESIDENT Pat Hochstetler 

VICE PRESIDENT Linda Smith 

SECRETARY: Cheryl Gray 

TREASURER: JoAnne Walker 

CORRESPONDING 

  SECRETARY: 

Open 

LIBRARY OBITS: Shirley Keating 

Open 

DIRECTORS: 2017 Linda Smith 

2018 Ida Morse 

2019 Mike Mahan 

MADISON COUNTY 

WEBSITE COORDS: 

Kent Transier 

Linda Smith 

NEWSLETTER: JoAnne Walker 

Linda Smith 

MADISON COUNTY GENEALOGY INFO: 

      www.iagenweb.org/madison 

MCGS EMAIL: madison_ia_gen_soc@yahoo.com 

MCGS WEBSITE: 

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~iamadcgs/ 

Message from Our President 

 

Another year is coming to a close and it’s time 

to elect new officers.  We will have a full slate of new 

officers for next year, as each has served 2 years.   

I would like to take this opportunity to thank 

each of the officers for graciously serving on the 

board the last 2 years, JoAnne Walker for her 

outstanding records of our finances, Cheryl Gray for 

being our wonderful secretary and getting the minutes 

out to members each month, and Linda Griffith Smith 

for her wonderful programs that she has supplied us 

the last two years.  If you haven’t attended some of 

these programs, you have really missed out! 

I would also like to thank all the volunteers 

who have spent either a little time or hours and hours 

of time keeping the records in the library up to date.  I 

know I can’t name them all, but special thanks go to 

Shirley Keating and Mary Hart for keeping up with the 

current obituaries in the library and on the Madison 

County Iowa Gen Web site.  Also, to Ida Morse for her 

untiring hours of cemetery walking and indexing.   

Linda Griffith Smith has graciously agreed to 

keep finding programs for the society for the next year.  

Our January program will have Darcy Dougherty 

Maulsby speaking on the History of Dallas County, 

Iowa, of which she has published a book recently.  All 

programs are opened to the public and we encourage 

people to attend. 

Hopefully you have your winter project 

picked out.  Winter will be here before we know it.  

Maybe you could start organizing all those records you 

have been keeping in a file, or identify those pictures 

you keep putting off. 

Just a reminder, all members can put a query 

in the newsletter for free asking for help in finding 

information on your family.  If you have trouble 

finding something, or have hit a brick wall, put a query 

in the newsletter.  Who knows, maybe someone can 

guide you in the right direction.  Contact can be made 

through our email address or contact one of the 

officers. 

Until later, 

Pat Hochstetler 

MCGS President 
 

 

This issue is dedicated to information from World 

War I – The Great War – in recognition of those 

who served and are serving still. 

 

http://www.i/
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Photo of earliest markers, courtesy of the 

Madison County Historical Society 

The Story of Winterset Cemetery’s WWI Monument 

 

The Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Monument, as it was called at the time, was put in 

place by Madison County citizens as a tribute to those who died in WWI and we 

continue to gather around it each Memorial Day to commemorate all who served.  

Madison County had over 600 soldiers in service during the Great War, most landing 

in Europe at the start of 1918.  Quite a large number served in Company A of the 

well-known Rainbow Division. These soldiers participated in many bloody and 

decisive battles until Armistice Day on November 11, 1918.  Those who survived 

returned home during the following year.   

The impetus to create this monument arose from the heart-breaking news of 

May 27, 1917 when 17 soldiers from Madison County were killed in one night near 

the village of Cantigny, in the Aisne sector, northeast of Paris.  German forces 

launched an all-encompassing gas attack just after midnight when many of the 

soldiers were sleeping in dugouts created within their trench.  Just a breath or two of 

 gas was enough to burn their lungs to the point that no treatment could save them.   

Citizen’s turned their mourning into action.  In early June, the War Memorial Association was formed with 

the purpose to “acquire a suitable plot of ground in the Winterset Cemetery on which an appropriate marker for 

each soldier who died in the present war, and after the way to erect a monument in their honor.”  Membership was 

open to all for $1 and by the end of the year, more than 600 citizens belonged.  They set their annual meeting date 

at May 27 “to remember the fateful day when 17 of Company A lost their lives. The Cemetery Improvement 

Association soon donated a 50x50 foot plat near the North West entrance of the cemetery.” 

“Impressive Exercises Held in 

Memory of Brave Soldier Dead. - Large 

Crowd attends Services on Sunday.  Marble 

Markers Dedicated.” is the title of an article 

on page one of the Winterset Madisonian on 

September 4, 1918.  The program consisted 

of hymns, invocation, sermon, plus an 

orator who spoke at length to a crowd that 

overflowed Winterset’s large pavilion.  

Local judge, A. W. Wilkinson discussed the 

work of the Association and Mrs. Luella 

Simon spoke to represent “one of that great army of anxious, longing, 

sleepless, war mothers.” The news article describes the origins of the 

monument. “The War Memorial Association consists of persons who banded together immediately after the 

casualties inflicted upon Company A, on May 27 were reported.  The purpose is to make a permanent record 

of the heroes from this vicinity and a beautiful plat of ground, donated by the cemetery association, has on it 

granite markers for each man who died in service.  Later a handsome monument is to be erected.  The stars 

and stripes float daily over this plat of ground and here, the families and friends of these men, all buried 

abroad, except two may deposit their flower offerings in memory of their soldier dead.”  From the pavilion, a 

250-car procession, led by the local band, proceeded “west on Jefferson then east on Court to the markers 

placed on the memorial plat within the cemetery.”   

  

Photo by Beth Gray 
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The Story of Winterset Cemetery’s WWI Monument (continued) 

“COUNTY UNVEILS MARBLE SHAFT – SURROUNDED BY FIFTY 

MARKERS FOR ITS MEN WHO DIED IN WAR WITH GERMANY EXERCISES” is 

reported in the November 18, 1920 Winterset Madisonian. “Snow flurries and a 

biting wind did not prevent a large crowd from attending the dedication of the 

soldiers’ and sailor’s monument, Sunday, November 14.  Over one hundred cars 

were in line at 2:30, ready to carry the various organizations to the cemetery.”  

Those represented included the Grand Army of the Republic (G.A.R.), 

Women’s Relief Corps (W.R.C.), Red Cross, Women’s Auxiliary, plus flag 

bearers with gold star wives, mothers, and fathers.  After a short address the 

monument was then unveiled by Willard Green.  It is a beautiful shaft of 

Vermont granite and was made and erected by Wilson & Clark, marble and 

monument manufacturers of this city.  John Frankelberger read the roster of 

those who made the supreme sacrifice.”  After a closing prayer, the program 

was completed at the Baptist church with three speeches and various musical 

groups. 

The names of the 50 men represented by 

the granite markers surrounding the WWI 

soldier’s statue are:  Clarence R. Green, Lewis P. 

Rogers, Clifford Amy, John Anderson, Harold W. 

Benge, F.C. Bussanmas, Bruce C. Croft, Fred 

Davis, J.W. DeLong, Joseph Downs, Eugene 

Ford, Lloyd W. Gettys, Gaylord Gillispie, Harold 

Glover, Ava C. Gripp, James Groves, Everett 

Hann, Willard Harper, Alvin Hench, Clell Hiatt, 

Fred Irvin, Hiram Irvin, Don J. Killen, Don E. 

Jeffrys, U.P. Kirvin, Nyal McGowan, James 

Laughlin, W.W. Luddington, Wm. R. Lyon, 

Laurence Neff, George O’Laughlin, M J. Peters, 

M.L. Phillips, Everett Powers, Charles Pritchard, 

Nelson Richmond, Ned H. Rogers, Jesse R. Salisbury, Wm. H. Shoemaker, Fred Slayden, Olivo Toson, 

Lloyd V. Waechter, St. Clair Wilcox, Geo. N. Wilkinson, N.I. Wilson, Willis F. Woodward, Edward 

Worth, P.H. Williamson, Chas. A. Young, Harley E. Young. 

One little known fact about the Soldiers’ 

and Sailors’ Monument has been 

rediscovered in this age of Google maps 

and drones: the 50 stone markers are 

arranged in a star pattern, as seen in in this 

photo from Google Earth.  This 

arrangement often escapes the eye when 

standing at that location. 
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How Winterset’s American Legion Post 184 Got Its Name 

We know it as the Green-Rogers Post, but for whom was it named?   

In a September 10, 1919 Winterset Madisonian article, the formation of the Post is described, “Fifty-

two men signed a petition for a charter for an American Legion Post in Winterset after the military parade 

Wednesday.  Capt. Chas W. Aikins took the petition to Des Moines Thursday and presented it to the state 

committee.  A charter was granted, No. 184, and as soon as it is received a meeting will be called and an 

organization will be effected.”  A subsequent article says that by unanimous vote, the post was named for 

Lieutenants Clarence R. Green and Lewis Rogers, both Madison County soldiers who lost their live while 

serving in Company A of the Rainbow Division.   

This picture and description of Lieut. Green are from the 1919 book “The Price 

of Our Heritage” by Chaplin W E. Robb.   

Clarence R. Green – First Lieutenant Company A. Died in hospital No. 2, 

Baccarat, France on May 27
th
 from gas wounds received on the same day.  Buried 

in Officers’ Row in Baccarat Cemetery.  Lieutenant Green was severely gassed 

and died very soon after reaching the hospital.  He was asleep in his dug-out and 

was so tired and exhausted that before they could be awakened, the gas had 

entered the room and he took one breath.  He was carried to the Aid Station, put 

in the ambulance and sent immediately to the hospital, but the poison gas had 

done its work. 

Lt. Rogers died in the early morning of September 26, 1918 after crossing a swamp and lining up on a 

hard road beyond to begin the ascent of a hill.  The Germans let down a barrage and Lieut. Rogers and three of 

his battalion comrades were instantly killed.  Chaplin C. M. Finnell wrote that “Personally, I never knew 

anyone who so distinctly lived up to high principles in the army as did Lieut. Rogers.  His life was a perfect 

example of what a real soldier’s life should be.”  (January 8, 1919 Madisonian)  This was the second son of 

widow Mrs. Lillia Ann (Porter) Rogers to die in WWI.  Her younger son, Ned, was killed scouting out 

machine gun emplacements on July 31, 1918. 

The Post had its opening ceremony on January 26, 1920, as reported in The Winterset News of January 

29.  Their first guests were Spanish War Veterans, Mexican Border (local National Guard) men, and all other 

service men.  R. H. Cooper, a Winterset Civil War soldier who was on guard outside Ford’s Theater after 

Abraham Lincoln was shot, gave a summary of the Battle of Gettysburg.  Raymond Brock, the subject of 

another article within this newsletter, was Post Commander. 

.  

Annual Memorial 

Day services at the 

Soldiers’ and Sailors’ 

Monument 
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Meanwhile, Back in Madison County 

There was plenty of activity in Madison County during the Great War.  Women prepared care 

packages of clothes and bandages for our troops.  The Madison Council of National Defense was formed with 

men from every town and township whose duties included fund-raising for the five Liberty Bond drives and to 

ensure that Madison County was safe from German influence.  Families grew more of their own food, cut back 

on other food items, such as sugar and flour, which were needed for soldiers, and made daily sacrifices for the 

war effort.  Here are a few newspaper clippings to give you an idea of what was happening in Madison 

County. 

 

         
 

 

WWI Service Flags Hang in Madison County Courthouse 

Soldiers serving from Madison County are 

remembered in the first floor of the Courthouse.  The larger 

service flag holds 600 symbols to represent those who 

served in the Great War.  A plaque nearby lists their names. 

Various organizations, such as the Knights of 

Pythias, had their own service flags to honor their members.  

Toward the west door of the courthouse, the service flag of 

one of these organizations, the Women’s Christian 

Temperance Union (WCTU), is displayed. 

The symbol and colors represent their service: blue 

star = veteran, silver star = wounded in action, gold star = 

killed in action, red triangles = YMCA volunteer, and red 

cross = American Red Cross nurse.  
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Remembering WWI Veteran Ray Brock 
Winterset citizen Pat Umsted provided this newspaper article about her great uncle Raymond O. Brock.  

It appeared in Wallaces’ Farmer, circa 1990, and was written by Herb Plambeck in his The Way It Was column. 

WWI Veterans Recall Armistice Day 

When Veteran’s Day was observed nationwide earlier this month many “oldtimers” recalled that 

November 11 once was known as Armistice Day. Especially was this true of some 3000 Iowa WWI veterans who 

vividly recall that it was on the 11
th
 hour of the 11

th
 day of Nov., 1918, when Kaiser Wilhelm’s vaunted German 

army surrendered to Allied Forces. 

No less than 119,213 Iowans answered their country’s call to service, many of whom eventually served 

“over there.” Of these, 3576 paid the supreme sacrifice. 

Among the surviving “doughboys,” as they were affectionately called, is Amil Laschansky, of Clarence, 

now 92, and the current Commander of Iowa’s WWI Veterans Association. He was one of those to man the 6-in. 

guns in the fierce battles in the Argonne Forest and Bella Woods.  On his return from service he started farming in 

Nebraska, married, then came to Iowa to farm near Delmar and later become Cedar county surveyor.  Now 

regional commander of an eight-state WWI veterans organization, he and his wife were among a small group 

chosen to go to France this summer to observe the 70
th
 anniversary of the US entry into WWI. His son, Melvin, 

now deceased, was a WWII veteran. 

Another WWI veteran with many recollections – and a permanent reminder – of that 1918 conflict is 

Raymond Brock, now 92, of Winterset, a long-time Madison county auditor. Brock, who lost a leg when his unit 

was shelled less than a month before the armistice, first enlisted in the Mexican border war in 1916. 

Early in WWI, Private Brock re-enlisted and was made a corporal while the National Guard was 

encamped at the state fairgrounds in Aug. 1917. He soon found himself a member of the 

famed Rainbow Division, was promoted to sergeant, and was on a cattle boat converted to a 

troopship headed for France in November. By Thanksgiving the Madison county farm youth 

was in Alsace-Loraine and not long afterward the young infantryman was in the trenches 

going “over the top” and struggling with gas masks against the enemy’s poisonous fumes. In 

July 1918, Brock was in the thick of it near Champagne where many of his buddies were 

killed. 

Soon after being promoted, Brock again was in heavy fighting in the Argonne forest, and, as an officer, 

led his unit in the fierce struggle. It was there that his right leg was shattered by a German shell. Medics provided 

first aid during the night but stretcher bearers could not get him to a field hospital until morning. Later, after being 

transferred to a base hospital, gangrene set in and the leg had to be amputated. 

Brock was married in 1920 and the couple observed their 65
th
 wedding anniversary with their son and 

daughter, six grandchildren, and three great grandchildren in 1985.  

Editor’s Note:  Brock’s obituary, captured on the 

iagenweb.org/Madison website, from the January 8, 1992 Winterset 

Madisonian states, “Mr. Brock was in the National Guard on the Mexican 

border in 1916; enlisted in the U.S. Army in 1917 and was quickly sent to 

France as Sergeant with Company A, 168th Infantry, 42 Rainbow Division.  

While in France he was commissioned a 2nd Lieut. and assigned to Company 

A. 356th Infantry, 89th Division.  He served through five major battles of 

World War I, was severely wounded and was awarded the Purple Heart.  He 

was Madison County Treasurer and Madison County Auditor for 34 years, a 

charter member and First Commander of Green-Rogers American Legion Post 

#184 of Winterset; a member of Veterans of Foreign Wars Post #8142, 

Disabled American Veterans and Rainbow Division Veterans Association.” 

 

  

Brock’s 90th birthday, Madisonian, May 29, 1985  
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Bits and Pieces 

Searching for WWI Records 

lf you are wondering where to search for WWI information 

of those who served from Madison County and elsewhere, 

here are some suggestions. 

Newspapers –Winterset newspapers printed letters sent 

home and covered the war where local men served. These 

can be read online at winterset.advantage-preservation.com. 

Check for nearby papers that also reported on WWI - click 

on NEWSPAPERS to the left at iagenweb.org/madison/.  

Scrapbooks – The Madison County Historical Museum has 

several scrapbooks made by WWI family members that tell 

of Madison County soldiers’ experiences, including letters 

and news articles.  Although the Museum is now closed, its 

Resource Center is open during each weekday at no charge.  

Genealogy Sites – familysearch.org (free) has a collection 

of WWI draft cards and more.  You will find similar 

information on ancestry.com (free at the Winterset Public 

Library or by individual paid subscription).  Fold3.com 

(paid subscription) specializes in all US military records. 

Gold Star Museum – At Camp Dodge in Johnston, Iowa, 

museum staff and volunteers have been placing WWI 

service index cards into their computer system.  At this 

time, you will need to visit the museum for access, but later 

these records will be available online. 

National Archives – Military information is stored in the St. 

Louis branch of the National Archives.  To see what is 

available through your computer, start with a google search 

for “national archives wwi records.” 

 

Just for a Laugh 

 s  

 

Mark Your Calendar 
Upcoming monthly meeting dates to remember: 

November 7 Jennifer Ewing, active in the DAR Jean 

Marie Cardinell Chapter, will speak to us about 

the Daughters of the American Revolution.  Are 

you a son or daughter of a revolutionary 

character?  She’ll tell us how to find out. 

December 5 – The Society’s annual party will be 

held with treats (bring a snack, if you’d like), 

story-telling, and election of officers for the 

coming year. 

January 2 – Iowa author Darcy Dougherty Maulsby 

will discuss her new book on the History of 

Dallas County, Iowa.  The MCGS is co-hosting 

this event with the Winterset Public Library.  

Programs are being arranged for our 2018 meetings.  

If you have ideas, please forward them onto 

LindaGriffithSmith@gmail.com. 

 

Praise for Iagenweb.org/madison Website  

The iagenweb.org/madison site contains genealogical 

information for Madison County, thanks to our 

County Coordinator (web master) Kent Transier and 

to all the local volunteers who constantly contribute 

obituary and other family history information. 

The Madison County website just went through a 

rigorous review and our reviewer had these nice 

things to say.  “This site is very well maintained, 

especially considering all the daily additions.  Another 

item that makes this website easy to search is the 

single huge lists of births, deaths, marriages, and 

cemetery burials.  There are so many unique indexes: 

Funeral Home Cards, Probate which includes the 

filing date, Guardianship including 

Executor/Administator, and Regimental History for 

Civil War soldiers.  My favorite item is clicking on 

marriage dates (within the Marriage Index) to find 

marriage announcements from newspapers 

(brilliant!).” 

Lynn McCleary, IAGenWeb State Coordinator, added 

this to the above comments.  “What a treasure chest of 

material researchers get to explore here!  I am in awe 

of the quantity and quality of the data presented.  The 

dedication from your Madison County Team just 

shines through like bright stars.  IAGenWeb is so 

fortunate to have you with us!!!” 

 

 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fiagenweb.org%2Fmadison&h=ATP57TcIL9H0sLglqAgHW-roGogXzaI1vIdc24GC39osdKQAM129he3nb3q6y28_vKBXMrO3YtKstyWOTg3jsVym5VSw9ZaoEg1DsngunUZsHq4Yeh054SAsPT6ZEw1ZlixEqRSEN1dLLQUgkIk6oF2mJ5dystt1kcoJvnqm5OQLxdisFQq4CvswLIePMIfRGPNW3EO7APCM66qoXC-fI0caA1tVWhY-DQddSL0ofEX8-2geOoBgeuALYyHhJ0CHYSrvsobai3hSJEvRL-cwgr6TBGzTPzXynJ72IjzAoewd4g
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Native Americans in World War I 

Excerpt from the Winterset News dated May 22, 1918. 

May 21, 1918, sixty Indians arrived at Camp Dodge, Polk County, Iowa. Most of the men were from the 

Standing Rock Agency in North Dakota, mostly from the Sioux tribe and a few from the Sac & Fox Tribe. 

Three Indians from the Tama reservation have enlisted. The first one to join the colors was Henry 

Poweshiek, son of James Poweshiek, one of the most prominent Mesquakies at Tama and the two men to 

come later are Bill Jones and Robert Young Bear. Robert Young Bear is of the Mesquakie royal family, 

being a grandson of Chief Push-B-Ton-Noka-Qua. They served in the 88
th

 National Army Division. 

 

More than 10,000 American Indians served in the U S Army and more than 2,000 in the U S Navy during 

World War I. 

 

MCGS Member JoAnne Walker remembers meeting Jonas Poweshiek, great-great-grandson of Chief 

Poweshiek, at the State Historical Building in Des Moines, Iowa, when he talked about Indian lore and 

history. He worked there from 1925 to 1956. Jonas was born February 16, 1894 in Tama County, Iowa 

and died May 16, 1958. He is buried in Glendale Cemetery, Des Moines, Iowa. Jonas was a Private in 328 

AUX RMT DEPOT OMC WORLD WAR I 

 

Another interesting item…  Before the Navaho code talkers of World War II, a group of Choctaw Indians 

from Oklahoma were the first to use Native American languages as military code toward the end of World 

War I. 
 

 - - - - - - -  - - - - - - -  - - - - - - -  - - - - - - -  - - - - - - -  - - - - - - -  - - - - - - -  - - - - - - -    
 

Membership Information 

The Madison County Genealogical Society “year” runs from January 1 through December 31.  Please cut 
and mail in this form with your dues or bring them to the January meeting. 

 Annual Dues are $10.00 per year, per person or $15.00 for a family membership.  

 Perhaps it is time to consider a Lifetime Membership at $115.00. 
  
Amount Enclosed: _____________________ Name: _________________________________ 

 
Membership Rates: (check one) Address: _______________________________ 
 

__________$10.00, single – 1 year City: __________________________________ 
  
__________$15.00, family – 1 year State: _________________________________ 
  
__________$115.00 Lifetime Membership Phone: ________________________________ 

  
Is this a E-Mail: ________________________________ 

__________ Renewal or  
__________ New membership?  

 

Please make checks payable to MCGS and Mail to: P. O. Box 26, Winterset, IA 50273-0026 
 

 


